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sistence for officers and pay for undrawn clothing and ra- 


tions, bounties for reénlistment and pay for unexpired terms 
of previous service, $223,530 44.” 

Mr. BELL. What dothe Committee on Ways 
and Means recommend? 

Mr. PHELPS. The Committee on Ways and 
Means reported all that was estimated for by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. I presume that this 
has reference to a bill for the reorganization of the 
Navy, but I do not know that such is the case. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ments of the Senate were disagreed to. 


Thirty-sixth amendment of the Senate: 


‘«*For removal of obstructions at Cape Fear entrance, 
caused by works placed by the Government for the protec 
tion of the site of Fort Caswell, so as to afford access to the 
harbor within the bar, $50,000,” 


Mr. VENABLE. I move toamend the Senate 
amendment by increasing the appropriation one 
dollar. 

I hold in my hand the resolutions of the Legis- 


the river is not to be denied, but that subsequent 
surveys show that itis produced by the wearing 
away of this island, and that the only way to re- 
lieve the difficulty, and prevent the channel of the 
river from continuing to fill up, is to throw out 
jetties upon the opposite side of the river. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 ask the gentleman to 
allow me fora moment. What he states is cor- 
rect in part. It is true that the washing away of 
this island, and the widening of the river at that 
point nearly two miles, has produced the effect of 
which we complain, but it is also true that the 
washing away of this island was the effect of the 


| jetties thrown out by order of the Government for 


lature of North Carolina, requesting an appropri- | 


ation for the removal of these obstructions from 
the mouth of Cape Fear river, and I will briefly 
inform the committee of the facts in regard to this 
matter. 


In former times, and before the Government of | 


the United States placed Fort Caswell at the mouth 


of Cape Fear river, we had eighteen or twenty feet | 


of water—sufficient to float a of the largest | 


size. ‘The Government of the United States put 
Fort Caswell there, and in order to protect it from 
being undermined, built jetties which have caused 
the sand to accumulate and fill up the channel, so 
that we have now only about ten and a half feet of 
water. Now, I am opposed to internal improve- 
ments on the part of the General Government, but 
when the Government places obstructions in a 


channel, itis bound, upon every principle, to re- | 


move those obstructions. 


Mr. CLINGMAN, (interrupting.) The House | 


will remember that the last Congress appropriated 
$80,000 for the removal of the wreck of the frigate 
Missouri at Gibraltar. 


Mr. VENABLE. Yes, sir, you appropriated | 


$80,000 for the removal of the wreck of the Mis- 
souri from the harbor of Gibraltar. 
across the ocean for the purpose of removing the 
obstruction produced by one of your vessels. 


You went | 


In | 


this instance, you have so changed the direction of | 


the sand, as to obstruct the channel, and render 


one of the most thrifty and enterprising towns in || 


North Carolina utterly inaccessible. 


to us the advantages which nature gave us—ad- 
vantages which we enjoyed before you built your 
fort and placed these obstructions in our channel 
for the protection of its foundations. 
asked for nothing heretofore. We have received 
nothing, and now we only ask that you will place 


We do not | 
ask you to make a harbor, but simply to restore | 


We have | 


us where we stood before you obstructed our | 


channel. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I only heard a por- 
tion of the remarks of the gentleman from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Venasie,] and I cannot, there- 
fore, fully reply to him. This subject has, how- 
ever, come under my observation and my investi- 
gation, and I have the authority of the proper 


officers of the Coast Survey, that this effect of | 


lessening the depth of the channel at the mouth 
of Cape Fear river is not produced by the jetties 
ae there by the direction of the Gereninees, 

ut by the wasting away of the island upon the 
opposite side of the river. There was a time 
when it was supposed that the action of the water 
at this point was undermining the foundations of 
Fort Caswell; and under the supervision of the 
Engineer Corps these jetties were placed there ; 
but the effect of which the gentleman from North 
Carolina now complains was not produced by 
them, but by the washing away of the island upon 
the opposite side of the river. 

Mr. VENABLE. We have the report of Pro- 
fessor Bache upon that point. 
_ Mr. FULLER. Well, sir, I have my informa- 
tion from one of the officers of the Coast Survey. 


He says the fact of the filling up of the mouth of il 
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| in that region of country. 


the protection of the foundations of Fort Caswell. 
Those jetties changed the current of the river to 
the opposite side, where it has ever since been 
gradually washing away the island and widening 
the river, until it has entirely destroyed the cur- 
rent, and filled up the channel until it is but seven 
and a half feet deep. 

Mr. FULLER. Can the gentleman tell me how 
far these jetties extend into the river? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. They were sufficient to 
change the current of the river. 

Mr. FULLER. That is not the point. The 
gentleman tells us that the mouth of this river has 
filled up; and I presume there can be no question 
of that fact; but as I have remarked, the cause can 
be found in the washing away of this island—not 
on account of the jetties placed there by the Gov- 
ernment. It is also true that many of the rivers 
upon our southern sea-board have been rapidly 
filling up within the last six months, and—— 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. VENABLE. I desire to withdraw my 
amendment. 

There was no objection, and the amendment 
was withdrawn. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. 
duce the appropriation one doltar. 

r. Chairman, I move this amendment for the 
purpose of making one or two comments upon this 
course of legislation, and especially upon the course 
of my friend from North Carolina [Mr. Vena- 
BLE] in relation to it; and I hope the gentleman 
will do me the favor to listen to what | have to 
say. Ido not understand how it is that gentle- 
men who are so much opposed to all works of 
internal improvement upon the part of this Gov- 
ernment generally, can be so much in favor of 
the same species of works, when they lie within 
the limits of their own State. Now, here is an 
appropriation for the purpose of removing ob- 
structions at the mouth of the Cape Fear river, 
and my State-Rights friend from North Carolina, 
notwithstanding all his opposition to internal im- 
provements, is in favor of it. Why, if | were to 
propose an appropriation of $5,000 for removing 
obstructions in the Pascagoula, he would oppose it. 
{Laughter.} Certainly he would; and that is the 
difference between the Cape Fear and the Pasca- 
goula. Now, 1 maintain that a river in Missis- 
sippi is as much entitled to the guardianship of 
this Government as one in North Carolina. It isa 
larger river. The Pascagoula is one of the largest 
It is seven miles wide 


[Much 


I move to re- 


at its mouth, and runs up considerably. 
laughter. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
the gentleman a question. 

Mr. BROWN. The gentleman can have the 
floor when I get through. Now, I say to my 


State-Rights friend from North Carolina that so | 


long as he is upon nearly all occasions found 
upon the side of anti-internal improvements 
upon the part of this Government, | am surprised 
to see him coming out for such an amendment as 
this. I do not expect anything better from my 
friend from Georgia, [Mr. Sternens,] for he is 
generally in favor of such things, and I have no 
doubt he has something to ask for Savannah; 
though I do not think Savannah needs any such 
thing now. But you take the Pascagoula and 
Cape Fear rivers, and 1 think the Pascagoula is 
much the best deserving the patronage of the Gov- 
ernment. 


I want to ask | 


Why, sir, we have perpetual music || 


upon the Pascagoula. If they have any music 
upon the Cape Fear they have to make it them- 
selves; but we have music upon the Pascagoula 
that comes by nature, and it is capital music, 
better than any I ever heard in North Carolina. 
But to be serious, I tell this committee that this 
thing of ingrafting projects for internal improve- 
ments upon your naval appropriation bill is all 
wrong; and if the Senate put such amendments 
upon the bill I hope the House will strike them 
out. If weare to pass the amendment for the im- 
provement of the Cape Fear river, why should we 
not go on and add other amendments for the im- 
provement of the Mississippi and all its vast trib- 
utaries? If we are to improve the mouth of this 
river in North Carolina, why should we not go 
on and improve the mouths ‘of the inland rivers 
in Mississippi, and of all the other States of the 
Union? Sir, 1 speak seriously when I say that 
if North Carolina has claims upon the National 
Treasury for the improvement of this river, there 
is not a State in this Union which has not claims 
upon the Treasury for similar purposes; there is 
not a gentleman upon this floor who has not claims 
for his own district. Gentlemen say the Govern- 
ment placed these obstructions in the river. Well, 
suppose the Government did put them there-—— 
| Here the hammer fell.} 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Mr. Chairman, 
I think when the Government have placed these 
obstructions in the mouth of this river, it ought to 
remove them. I opposed the fortification bill when 
it came to this House in the shape of the Senate 
amendment,and oneof my reasons for doing so was 
that this Fort Caswell, which has been placed there 
by this Government, has, according to the report 
of the officers of the Coast Survey, filled up the 
mouth of the Cape Fear river. The gentleman 
from Maine [Mr. Futter] bas alluded to the opin- 
ion of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey, in 
relation to the cause of the filling up of this river. 
Sir, I have before mea letter of that officer, in 
which he speaks of these obstructions. 

In speaking of Fort Caswell and the jetty, he 
(Mr. Bache) says: 

‘¢It is my opinion that they have completely answered 
that purpose, but in so doing have increased the wash on 
the Opposite side at Baldhead, which point should be pre- 
served in the way provided for Oak Island, as its removal 
is one of the causes of the shoaling of the bar.”’ 

Mr. FULLER. What is the date of that 
letter ? 

Mr. STEPHENS. Itis dated the 28th of Feb- 
ruary, 1853, only a few days ago. This letter 
says removal is necessary, or that river will be 
entirely obstructed. : 

Now, Mr. Chairman, in relation to the compar- 
ative merits of the Pascagoula and Cape Fear 
rivers, [havenothingtosay. But where the Gov- 
ernment have placed obstructions in the mouth of 
ariver they ought to remove them; and for this 
reason J am in favor of this amendment. 

The gentleman says! have something to ask 
for the Savannah. Well. sir, the Government, 
by its order, placed obstructions in the mouth of 
that river in 1779, which have obstructed the nav- 
igation of that river from that day to this, and I 
say it ought to remove them. 

Now, in relation to the general subject of inter- 
nal improvements, of which the gentleman from 
Mississippi has spoken, I will say only this: I 
have no doubt of the power to make internal im- 
provements, and I have voted for such bills, but I 
do not believe, in the main, that it is expedient to 

ass them. 

Mr. TAYLOR. If the gentleman will allow 
me to interrupt him, I desire to know what ob- 
structions the Government placed in the mouth of 
the Savannah? 

Mr. STEPHENS. In the time of the Revolu- 
tion, when the approach of a British fleet was 
expected, they sunk ships in the mouth of that 
river to prevent the British vessels from entering. 


Mr. TAYLOR. Then they ought to be re- 
moved. 
Mr. STEPHENS. Why, during the last 


Congress an appropriation was made of $70,000 
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or $30,000 for the purpsse of raising the Missouri, 
in the Mediterranean sea. Here is an appropria- 
tion for precisely the same purpose. This Gov- 
ernment bas taken upon itself to raise one of 
our vessels which had been sunk accidentally in a 
foreiyn sea, when we have upon our own coast a 
case where a number of ships have been sunk by 
the order of the Government, and which have for 
years obstructed the navigation of the Savannah 
river, and I ask the House whether it is not right 
that the Government should remove these obstruc- 
tions ? 
{i1ere the hammer fell.] 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


[A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Mr. Dickins, its Secretary, mforming the 
House that it had agreed to the report of the 
Committee of Conference upon the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the bill of the House 
No, 337, entitled ** A bill making appropriations 
‘for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Gov- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


‘ernment for the fiscal year ending the 30th June, | 


° 1854.’’] 
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The question was then taken, and Mr. Brown’s 
amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
ment two dollars. 

Mr. Chairman, we have before us a bill making 
appropnations for the support of the Navy. By 
the rules of this House, the Committee on Ways 
and Means, and every member upon this floor, 
are prohibited from offering any amendment to 
that bill, making any appropriation, except for 
such works as are authorized by existing laws. 
It has been my desire, and I believe the desire of 
every other member of the Committee on Ways 
and Means, to preserve the purity of our appro- 
priation bills, and not to make them the medium 
of general or special legislation. 
ments to these bills which have been adopted by 
the Senate, you have a fortification bill attached 
to your Army bill, you have an internal improve- 
ment bill attached to your naval appropriation bill, 
and you have another bill for the reorganization 
of the Navy attached to the same bill, besides a 
multitude of other minor matters which the Sen- 
ate in its wisdom have seen fit to adopt and 
send to us for our concurrence. It is well known 
that there is very strong opposition in this House 
to a general system of internal improvements; and 
so faras [ am concerned, | carry my opposition 
against all these river and harbor improvements. 
But, for the purpose of testing the House, the Sen- 
ate have sent down all these appropriations for 
rivers and harbors, and for all other purposes, 
which are not the legitimate subjects of legislation 
in an appropriation bill. They have attached 
these to those bills for the purpose of forcing the 
House into a concurrence in these measures. Sir, 
for one, I shall be willing to see this bill lost be- 
fore I will consent to such an agreement. I am 
not to be driven nor dragooned into legislation by 
a coérdinate branch of the National Legislature. 
If it be right to report appropriations for internal 
improvements in these appropriation bills, then 
bring in your western rivers, bring in your har- 
bors upon the Atlantic coast as well as upon the 
Pacific coast, and do not specify one or two items 
of appropriation which we must adopt or lose the 
appropriation bills. Sir, | hope the House will 
not consent to this project of making*appropria- 
uons for purposes of internal improvement and 
placing them in your general appropriation bills. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire that the Speaker 
shall take the chair informally, in order to allow 
me to make a report from the Committee of Con- 
ference upon the civil and diplomatic bill. 

Mr. PHELPS. I hope not. I hope the gen- 
tleman from Alabama will allow us to go on and 
act upon the remaining amendments to this bill. 
We can go through with them in fifteen or twenty 
minutes. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Lask my friend from Mis- 
souri to withdraw his objection, and allow us to 
take up and agree to the report of the Committee 
of Conference, and then we may come back and 
finish the amendments to to this bill. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 will not object. 

There being no objection, the committee infor- 
mally rose, and the Speaker resumed the chair. 


Il move to reduce the amend- 


Sutin the amend- 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


The SPEAKER pro tem. The Committee 
have consented informally to hear the report of 
the Committee of Conference. 


Mr. HOUSTON here made the report of the 


Committee of Conference upon the disagreeing 
votes of the Houses upon the civil and diplo- 
matic bill; and it was read, as follows: 


The Committee of Conference on the disagreeing votes 
ofthe two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 337) entitled “An act 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the year ending 30th of June, 1854,”’ 
have met, and after full and free conterence have agreed to 
recommend, and do recommend to the respective Houses 
as tollows: 

That the Senate recede from its 9th, 10th, I1Ith, 13th, 
Mth, 16th, 17th, 30th, 32d, 34th, 37th, 40th, 48th, 56th, 58th, 
75th, Bist, 84th, 85th, 89th, 97th, 100th; and 103d amend- 
ments, 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the Ist, 
23d, 29th, 3ist, 46th, 47th, 60th, 82d, and 83d amendments 
of the Senate. 

That the Senate concur in the amendments of the House 
to its 44th, 67th, and 102d amendments. 

Thatthe Hou erecede trom its disagreement to the second 
amendmentof the Senate, and agree thereto with an amend 
ment, as follows: * Afterthe word ‘dollars,’ in line twenty, 
page second, of the original bill, insert: ‘And to enable 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives to comply with 
the resolution of said House of Mareh 1, 1853, directing 
him to pay the usual extra compensation to the employees 
in and about the Capitol, asum sufficientfor that purpose is 
hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, and is hereby added to the contin- 
gent fund of said llouse. ’”? 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the sev- 
enth amendment of the Senate, and agree thereto with an 
amendment, as tollows : ** After the second line, insert: ‘In 
pursuance of contracts already made;’ and at the end of 
line three add: * Provided, That this appropriation shall 
finish the publication.” 

That the House recede from its disagreement to so much 
of the thirty filth amendment of the Senate as is contained 
in lines one, two, three, four, and to and including the word 
** erected” in line five, and that the Senate recede from the 
residue thereof, 

‘That the House recede from its disagreement to the forty- 


| 


second amendment of the Senate, and agree to the follow- | 


ing substitute for said amendment, and that the Senate con- 
cur therein, to wit: 

“Jt is hereby provided, That the limitations upon the cost 
of the site and building of the custom house in Riehmond, 
Virginia, imposed by the act of August 31, 1852, are here- 
by removed and repealed. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the 49th 
amendment of the Senate, and agree thereto with an amend- 
ment, as follows: ** Provided, That the ministers resident 
herein authorized, shall not receive more compensation 
than is now paid to a chargé d’affaires.”’ 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the 61st 
amendment of the Senate, and agree thereto with an amend- 
ment, as follows: 
QO0u.?? 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the 62d 
amendmentof the Senate, and agree thereto with an amend- 
ment, as follows: 
€ 2100,000.° >»? 


LOBE. 











March 8, 


or when indispensably necessary to enable the Departmeng 
to answer some call made by either House of Congress at 
one session to be answered at another; and no such extra 
clerk shall receive more than three dollars thirty-three and 


one third cents per day for the time actually and hecessarily 
employed, $8,950.” 


Sixteenth amendment of the Senate: 


** Page 17, line 21, after the words ‘ United States,’ in 


| the clanse relating to collection of revenne from the sale of 


the public lands in the United States, insert: 

“+ And provided further, That in liewof issuing patents to 
the severat States for land granted im aid of interial im- 
provements in all cases where the issuing of patents is nog 
required by law, the eertifieates issued or to be issued by 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, with the 
approval of the Secretary of the Interior, in prrsuance of 
the several acts making such grants, shaN, in all respects, 


have the same effect as though a patent were issued for 
said land.’ 


Seventeenth amendment of the Senate: 


* Page 18, strike outall after the word ¢ building,’ where 
it first oceurs, to the word ‘viz:’ in the folowing para- 


| graph: 


*- Contingent expenses of east wing Patent Office buitd- 
ing—fprovided that neither the office of the Secretary of the 
Imtertor, nor any bureaw thereof other than the Patent Of- 
fice, shall be located in the Patent Office Building until di- 
rected by law]— viz: For labor, fuel, lights, and incidental 
expenses, $2,200.” 


Thirtieth amendment of the Senate: 

** On page 39, after line 16, insert as follows: 

‘* Por repairing or rebuilding the Tight-house at Bear 
Island, which has been destroyed, $4,000. 

* For completing the light-bouse at Half Moon Shoal, 
Redfish Bar, and at Clopper Bar, on the coast of Texas, 
$3,000.” 


Thirty-second amendment of the Senate: 
On page 42, after the clause in regard to the survey of 


| the western coast of the United States, insert the follow- 
} Ing: 


“Strike out § $50,000,’ and insert ‘ $30,- 


“Strike out © $150,000,’ and insert | 


That the House recede from its disagreement to the 77th | 


amendment of the Senate, and agree thereto with an amend- 
nent, as follows: “ Strike out lines fourteen and fifteen to 
and including the word * Interior.’ ”’ 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the 99th 
amendmentot the Senate, and agree thereto with an amend- 
ment, as follows: ** Add at the end of said Senate amend- 
ment: * Provided, That the sum of $10,000 thereof be in- 
vested for the benefit of the family of said Mills, and after 
his death to be given to such children of said Mills as may 


survive him.’ ”’ 
The following analysis shows the action of the 
committee in detail, 


Amendments from which the committee recom- 
mend that the Senate shall recede: 


Ninth amendment of the Senate: 
“Strike out £832,050,’ and insert 
233,700,’ in the following paragraph : 

** For compensation of the Secretary of the Treasury and 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, clerks, messenger, and 
assistant messenger in his office, $32,050.” 





Tenth and eleventh amendments of the Senate: 


** On page 8, line 18, strike out ‘ $11,400,’ and insert in 
lieu thereof § $13,550 ;’ and insert thereafter: ‘ For an ad- 


in lieu thereof | 


ditional clerk in the office of the Fifth Auditor, $1,000 ;’ so | 


as to make it read: 
* for compensation of the Fifth Auditor, and the clerks 
and messengers in his office, $13,550 ; 


*“ For an additional clerk in the office of the Fifth Audit 
or, $1,000, °° 


Thirteenth and fourteenth amendments of the 
Senate: 


“Page 10, line 7, after the word ‘ languages,’ insert ‘trans- | 


mission of Mediterranean passports and sea-letters, carry- 


ing the Department mails ;’? and in page 10, line 19, strike | 


out‘ five,’ and insert * nine,’ so as to make the paragraph, 
reiating to the contingent expenses of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, read— 

* For labor, blank books, stationery, sealing ships’ regis- 
ters, translating foreign languages, transmission of Mediter 
ranean passports and sea-letters, carrying the Department 
mails, advertising, and extra clerk hire for preparing and 
collecting information to be laid before Congress—said 





** For publishing the observations made in the progress 


of the survey of the coast of the United States, per act of 
March 3, 1853, $20,000.” 


Thirty-fourth amendment of the Senate: 

* On page 42, after line 13, insert: 

** For the purchase of a site and the erection of a custom. 
house at Galveston, Texas, $50,000: Provided, That the 
plan of the building shall be such that the whole cost both 


of the building and the site shall in no event exeeed the ap- 
propriation hereby made.’ 


Thirty-seventh amendment of the Senate: 

* On page 42, after 13, insert: 

** For the purchase of a site, and the erection of a custom- 
house at Belfast, Maine, $20,0°0: Provided, ‘That the plan 
of the building shall be sach that the whole cost, both of 


the building and site, shallin no event exceed the appro- 
priation hereby made.”’ 


Fortieth amendment of the Senate: 
‘* Page 42, after line 20, insert: 
*« For the ereetion, under the direction of the Secretary 


of the Treasury, at the port of New Haven, Connecticut, 
of a fire-proof custom-house, with suitable rooms therein 


| for the accommodation of the United States courts, and 


also rooms in which shall be kept the post office of said city, 
the expense of said building and site therefor not to exceed 
the sum hereby appropriated, $75,000: Provided, That the 
Legislature of the State of Connecticut shall exempt the 
said building from taxation.”’ 


Forty-eighth amendment of the Senate: 

“On page 43, line 4, after the following paragraph— 

** For salaries and onatfits of ministers of the United States 
to Great Britain, France, Russia, Prussia, Spain, Brazil, 


| Mexico, Peru, and Chili, $162,000 ; 


*< Insert the following: 
‘* Provided, That hereafter there shall be allowed and 


| paid to the ministers to Great Britain, France, Russia, and 





Spain, the sum of $6,000 each for house and office rent, 
salary to a private secretary, and other expenses incidental 
to their respective missions ; and tothe minister resident in 
Turkey $4,000 for like expenses. The foregoing to be iu 
addition to outfit and salary.”’ 


Fifty-sixth amendment of the Senate : 


* Page 44, after line 22, insert: 


** For defraying the expenses attending the expected visit 
of a war steamer from the Sultan of Turkey, with contri- 


| butions tothe Industrial Exhibition to be held in New York, 


in May n+ xt, $10,000; the said sum to be expended under 
the direction of the President of the United States.” 


Fifty-eighth amendment of the Senate: 


“ Page 50, line 4, after the following words, ‘ For section- 
ing one hundred townships, equal to six thousand miles of 
surveying, in California, at a rate not exceeding twelve dol- 
lars per mile, $72,000,’ insert the following : 

‘* Provided, That it shall be lawful for the President of 
the United States, if he deem it expedient,to divide the 
State of California into three separate and distinet land 
districts, in such manner as circumstances shall determine 
to be necessary, and he shal} appoint, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate, or during the recess of Con- 
gress when necessary, a register of the land office and re- 
ceiver of public moneys for each of such land districts ; and 
the said officers for the same respectively shall be located 
at, and be removed from time to time, to such places as the 
President shall deem most suitable for public convenience ; 
and the lands within the said districts, with the exception 


| of mineral lands, and such other lands as shall be exempt 
| from sale by competent authority, shall be subject to entry 


at the proper office in the same manner as other portions of 
the public domain; and the registers and receivers shall 


clerks to be employed only during the session of Congress, || each receive a salary of $3,000, and the usual fees allowed 
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in other cases, but the entire compensation shall in no in- 


stance exceed the sum of $4,000.” 


Seventy-fifth amendment of the Senate: 

«On page 57, after line 10, insert: 

“For the purpose of purchasing or building a revenue 
cutter, to be propelled by steam, and employed on the Pa- 
‘ coast, $75,000: Provided, That there shall not be 
more than one steam and one sail vessel employed for such 
purpose on that coast.”’ 


Eighty-first amendment of the Senate: 

« Insert the following: 

«Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to construct 
a marine hospital at Burlington, in the State of lowa; and 
that there be, and is hereby, appropriated $15,000 for said 
purpose, from the ‘Treasury, out of any money not other- 
wise appropriated. ”? 


Eighty-fourth amendment of the Senate: 

«* Insert the following: 

‘Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be authorized to refund to the legal claim- 
ants for duties that have been paid on goods, wares, and 
merchandise that were consumed by fire in the district and 
port of New York in July, 1845, $300,000, and in the dts- 
trictand port of San Francisco, in the years 1850 and 1851, 
2100,000, subject to the restrictions and limitations of the 
act of July 7, 1838, passed for the relief of the sufferers by 
the fire of December, 1835, in New York ; and the amount 
of goods destroyed and duties to be refunded, shall he ascer- 
tained at said ports respectively, and be adjusted and repaid 
thereat, in a manner similar to that which is provided for 
in the act above referred to, in relation to losses at New 
York.’? 

Eighty-fifth amendment of the Senate: 

‘* Insert the following: 

“Sec.—. And beit further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be authorized to remit the duties upon any 
machinery imported into the United States for spinning and 
weaving flax, or to refund duties heretofore paid within five 
years past on such machinery, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Provided, That it 
shall be proved to his satisfaction that such machinery is 
not an article of manutacture at the time of importation in 
the United States, and has been used by the persons or com- 
panies importing it for manufacturing purposes: .@nd pro- 
vided further, That they bind themselves to permit inspec- 
tions and models of such machinery to be made in such 
manner as may not interfere with their usual occupations : 
Provided, That this privilege shall not be extended beyond 
two years.”* 

Eighty-ninth amendment of the Senate: 

“Insert the following: 

‘Sec. 12. And he it further enacted, That it is hereby 
declared that the provision in these words: ‘ And for print- 
‘ing the obituary notices of the decease of Presideat Tay- 
‘lor, said contractor shall be paid the actual cost, with a 
‘ profit of twenty per centum, in the second proviso of the 
‘ first section of the act making appropriations for the civil 
‘and diplomatic expenses of the Government, for the year 
‘ending the 30th of June, 1853, and fer other purposes, in 
‘ relation to printing,’ be and the same is hereby, construed 
to mean that the compensation for printing the obituary no 
tices of the decease of President Taylor, shall be in addi- 
tion to the sum of $50,000 allowed in the same section to 
Thomas Ritehie, assignee of William M. Belt.’’ 


Ninety-seventh amendment of the Senate: 

** Insert the following : 

“Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That for the pur 
pose of obtaining the needful information, and for carrying 
into effect the object of the resolution of the Senate passed 
January 19, 1853, a sum not exceeding $10,000 be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated, to be expended under the di- 
rection of the Secretary of the Treasury, and paid from any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.”’ 

One hundredth Senate amendment: 

“Tnsert the following: 

“ And he it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and required to 
purchase of Thomas Cowperthwaite & Company, of Phil- 
adelphia, or from any person or persons, if the same can be 
had on better terms, five hundred copies of the decisions of 
the Supreme Court of the United States, as contained in 
six volumes of Peters’s Condensed Reports, and sixteen 
volumes subsequent thereto, by the same reporter, at a price 
not exceeding $62 per copy, and likewise five hundred cop- 
ies of the first thirteen volumes of Howard’s Reports, being 
a continuation of the Reports of said court to the end of the 
Jast term ; and also, until Congress shall otherwise direct, 
five hundred copies of each succeeding volume or the re- 
ports of the decisions of said court, at a price not exceeding 
$2 82 for Howard’s Reports, and such subsequent reports, 
and pay for the same out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. And it shall be the duty of the 
said Secretary of the Treasury, immediately after the recep- 
tion of said reports, to forward to the Governor of each State 
and ‘Territory four copies of said reports; one copy thereof 
being intended for the State library; one for the use of the 
Exeeutive ; one for the use of the Legislature, and one for 
the use of the courts of the States and Territories respect- 
ively, unless the Legislatures thereof shall deem it neces- 
sary and proper to make a different distribution. And in 
addition to the copies aforesaid, there shall be forwarded to 
the Governor of each State and ‘Territory a number of cop- 
ies of said reports equal to the number of Representatives of 
said States and Territories in both Houses of Congress, to 
be distributed as the Legislatures of said States and Terri- 
tories shall respectively determine; and the remainder of 
the said five hundred copies shall be deposited in the De- 
partment of State for distribution in conformity with exist- 
ing laws, or for such other purpose as may be deemed ex- 
pedient by the Secretary of State, the residue, if any, after 
such distribution, to await the further action of Congress.”’ 


One hundred and third Senate amendment: 
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** Insert the following: 

* Sec. 26. dnd be it further enacted, That the percentage 
added by law to the pay of the clerks employed inthe E.xec- 
utive and Legislative Departments at Washington be, and 
is hereby, allowed to the clerks employed in the city post 
office in the city of Washington, commencing at the same 
tume that theirs did, on the first of July, 1852."" 


on aig . : 

The following are the Senate amendments from 
a disagreement to which the committee recom- 
mend that the House recede, viz: 


First amendment of the Senate: 


* Page 2, line 4, after the word ‘the,’ where it first oc 
curs, insert the word ‘ contingent,’ so as to make the clause 
read: 

‘** Por the contingent expenses of the Senate, viz.” 


Twenty-third amendment of the Senate: 

** Page 32, lines 11, 12, and 13, strike out 

** For additions to the territorial libraries of Oregon, Min- 
nesota, New Mexico, and Utah, 3500 each; said suis to 
be expended under the direction of the Governors of said 
Territories ;”’ 

** And insert in lieu thereof: 

**'To enable the President to cause a site to be purchased 
and a suitable building to be erected for a penitentiary in 
each of the Territories of Utah and New Mexico, $20,000 : 
Provided, That the entire cost of the site and the comple- 
tioa of said buildings are not to exceed the sum hereby ap- 
propriated.’’ 


Twenty-ninth amendment of the Senate: 


** Page 39, line 11, after the word ‘ exceeding,’ strike out 
* $600 per annum, $14,400,’ and insert * $800 per annum, 
$19,200,’ in the clause relating to light-house establish 
ments, so as to make it read: 

‘* For salaries of thirteen keepers and eleven assistants, at 
an average not exceeding $800 per annum, $19,200.” 


Thirty-first amendment of the Senate: 


‘Page 41, after line 14, relating to the Independent 
Treasury, insert the following : 

‘For the compensation of an additional appraiser gen 
eral, to be appointed by the President ,by and with the ad 
vice and consent of the Senate, and to be employed on the 
Pacific coast, $6,000.”’ 


Forty-sixth and forty-seventh amendments of 
the Senate: 


‘< Page 42, after line 23, insert the following : 

** For the completion of the marine hospital at Evansville, 
Indiana, $20,000 ; 

‘* For the marine hospital at Natchez, $4,000 ; 

* For continuing the construction of the marine hospital 
at St. Louis, Missouri, $20,000.”’ 


Sixtieth amendment of the Senate: 


‘¢ Page 50, after line 27, insert the following :”’ 

“To supply a deficiency for the purchase of trees and 
hire of laborers On the improvements of reservation number 
two, or public mall, between Seventh and Twellth streets 
west, $5,276 52.” 


Eighty-second amendment of the Senate: 

* Add the following section : 

* Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That hereafter the 
annual compensation of the Vice President, Secretaries of 
State, Treasury, War, Navy, and Interior, and the Post 
master and Attorney General, shall be $8,000 each.”? 

E:ghty-third amendment of the Senate: 

«* Add the following section : 

‘Sec. 5. And he it further enacted, That when private 
establishments shall be made to refine gold bullion, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, if he shall deem them capable 
of executing such work, is hereby authorized and required 
to limit the amount thereof which shall be refined in the 
Mint at Philadelphia, from quarter to quarter, and to re 
duce the same progressively as such establishments shall be 
extended or multiplied, so as eventually, and as soon as 
may be, to exclude refining from the Mint, and to require 
that every deposit of gold bullion made therein for coinage 
shall be adapted tosaid purpose, without need of refining : 
Provided, That no advances in coin shall be made upon bul- 
lion after this regulation shail be carried into effect except 
upon bullion refined, as herein prescribed. *’ 


Amendments of the House to the Senate amend- 


ments, in which the committee recommend that 
the Senate concur: 


The following, the forty-fourth amendment of 
the Senate: 

** To equalize the salary of the collector of Chicago and 
to make it equal to that of Detroit $1,250 ; and the salary of 
the collector at Chicago be, and the same is hereby, estab- 
lished at that sum annually,’’ 


had been amended by the House by adding 
thereto the following: 


* The salary of the collector at Chicago shall be, from 
and after the Ist day of July, 1853, #1,250.”” 


The following, sixty-seventh amendment of the 
Senate: 

‘*For heating and ventilating the Executive Mansion, 
painting the exterior thereof, and painting the walls, ceil 
ing, &ec., of the rooms of the first floor, and making other 
improvements and repairs, recommended, by the Architect 
in his report of February 4, 1853, and for the purchase of 
books for the President’s library, $29,500,”’ 
had been amended by the House, by striking out 
all after the word ‘‘ repairs’? down to and 


cluding the word ‘* three.”’ 


The following, the one hundred and second 
amendment of the Senate: 


in- 
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“Sec. 20 hat in settling the 


Ind he it further enacted, 
ret Daniel S. MeCauley, late consul general at 
Alexandria, in Egypt, there shall be allowed 

it the rate of S400 per ar 
that capacity, to be 


ounts at 


for office rent 


num darts 
paid to his w 


iw the time he acted in 
dow,"’ 

had been amended by the House, by adding 
thereto the following: 

‘For salaries of governor and supe 
affairs, three judges, attorney 
lerritory, fre 
the fiscal vear 


rintendent of Indian 
, and marshal of Washington 
m the time oftheir appointment to the ead of 
» terminating June 30, 1854, an amount suffi 
cient to pay the is hereby appropriated out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

** Por compensation and mileage of the 


saine 


members of the 


Legistative Assembly, officers, clerk, and contingent ex 
penses ofthe Assembly, and to defray the expenses of taking 


the census of said Territory, the sum of 220 
outof any money 
* For the 
the salary of 


WO, to be paid 
not otherwise approprieted 


contingent expenses of the Terrntory, including 
ofthe Executive Department, @1 500, 
to be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 


appropriated.”’ 


aclerk 


The second amendment of the Senate was to 
9 


strike out ** 435,000,’ thereof 
*€$55,000,”’ in the following clause relating to the 
contingent expenses of the Senate: 

** Por clerks to committees and President pro tempore, 


draughtsman, messengers, pages, laborers, police, horses 
and carry-alls, $35,000.’ 


>and insert in leu 


[he committee 
cede from 


recommend that the House re- 
its disagreement thereto, and 
the same with the following amendment: 
“Add thereto 
** And to enable the Clerk of the House of Representa 


agree to 


tives to comply with the resolution of said House of March 
1, 1853, directing him to pay the usual extra compensation 
to the emploveesin and about the Capitol, a sum sufficient 


for that purpose is hereby appropriated out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, and is hereby 
added to the contingent fund of said House.’ 


The seventh amendment of the Senate was to 
add the following clause: 


After line 15, page 4, viz 


** For the completion of the 


publication of the works of 


the Exploring Expedition, $25,000 
The committee recommend that the House re 


cede from its disagreement thereto, and agree to 


the same with an amendment thereto, so as to 
make the clause read- 
“For the completion of the publication of the works of 


the Exploring Expedition, in pursuance 
ready made, Provided, 
shall finish the publication.’ 


of contracts al 
$25,000 That this appropriation 

The thirty-fifth amendment of the Senate was 
to insert at the end of the clause * for continuing 
the construction of the custom house at New Or- 
leans, Louisiana, $324,000,” the following: 


* Subject to the limitations and restrictions on the appro 


priation meade for the same object, at the second session of 
the last Congress, as respeets the plan under which the 
butlding is to be erected: Proviled, That the superintend 

ence of the building be confided to an officer detailed 
from the Corps of Enyineers, and the work conducted 


under the supervision of said officer and the direction of 
the architect who originated the plan: dnd provided, That 
said superintendent or said architect, and such commis 
sioner as may be appointed by the President to act 
bursing agent from the bureau having the 
the control over all contracts to be 
ecution of the said plan, and the completion of the build 
ing: 4nd provided further, That said superintendent, archi 
tect, and commissioner, shall not be allowed a compensation 
higher than eight dollars per day each for their services.’ 


The House the above Senate 
amendment, and the committee recommend that 
the House from its disagreement to so 
much thereof as is contained in the first four lines 
down to and including the word * erected;’’ and 
that the Senate recede from the residue thereof. 


is dis 
management of 


entered into for the ex 


disagreed to 


recede 


The forty-second amendment of the Senate was 
as follows: 

** After line 20, page 40, insert 
For the erection of a custom-house, to include other 
public offices, at Richmond, Virginia, 475,000 Provided, 
‘That this sum, in addition to the $150,000 heretofore pre 
scribed as the whole amount directed to be ex pended for 
this purpose, shall constitute the entire costof the purchase 
of the site and the completion of the building.”’ 

The House disagreed tc said amendment. 

The committee recommend that the House re- 
cede from its disagreement thereto, and agree to 
the following substitute for said amendment, and 
that the Senate concur therein: 


It is hereby provided that the limitations upon the cost of 
the site and building of the custom houze in Richmond, 
Virginia, imposed by the act of thirty first August, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, are hereby removed 
and repealed. 


The forty-ninth amendment of the Senate: 

* Page 43, line 15, after the word ‘aff the 
words ‘ or ministers resident,’ in the following paragraph: 

** Por salaries and outfits of chargés d’affaires to Por- 
tugal, Austria, Denmark, Sweden, Holland, Belgium, Na 
ples, Sardinia, the Papal States, New Cravada, Venezuela, 


tires,’ insert 
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Buenos Ayres, Bolivia, Guatemala, Ecuador, Switzeriand, 
and Nicaragua, #15:1,000."’ 

The House disagreed to said amendment. 

The committee recommend that the House re- 
cede from such disagreement, and agree thereto 
with an amendment, so that the paragraph shall 
read: 

«“ Por salaries and outfits of chargés des affaires or minis 
ters resident to Portugal, Austria, Denmark, Sweden, Hol 
jand, Belgium, Naples, Sardinia, the Papal States, New 
Granada, Venezuela, Buenos Ayres, Bolivia, Guatemala, 
Ecuador, Switzerland, and Nicaragua, $153,000: Pro 
vided, That the ministers resident herein authorized shall 


not receive more compensation than is now allowed toa 
chargé d’atfaires.”’ 


The sixty-first amendment of the Senate was as 
follows: 

** After line 15, page 51, insert: 

“ Fora bridge across the Potomac at Little Falls, to be 
expended under the direction of the President of the United 
States, 50,000. 77 

The House disagreed to said amendment. 

The committee recommend that the House re- 


cede from its disagreement thereto, and agree | 


thereto with an amendment, as follows: 

“ Strike out $50,000,’ and insert § $30,000.’ ”” 

The sixty-second amendment of the Senate was 
as follows: 


** After line 15, page 51, insert the following : 

“To be expended under the direction of the President of 
the United States, for the purpose of bringing water into 
the city of Washington upon such plans and from such 


places as he may approve, $150,000; Provided, Thatil the || 


plan adopted by the President of the United States should 
require water to be drawn trom any source within the limits 
of Maryland, the assent of the Legislature of that State 
should first be obtained.”’ 

The House disagreed to said amendment. 

The committee recommend that the House re- 


cede from its disagreement thereto, and agree | 


thereto with an amendment as follows: 
* Strike out § $150,000? and insert ¢ $100,600.’ >? 


The seventy-seventh amendment of the Senate, 
was as follows: 


“ Add at the end of the first section : 

« Merican Boundary Commission.— For completing the 
survey of the Rio Grande, and tor office work for one year, 
#83,512; 

“For arrears due Major William H. Emory’s party, 
$20,000 ; 


“Por expenses attending Lieutenant Whippie’s party | 


from the Gila, $6,000 ; 
“ Por pay of commissioner and secretary, and for personal 
and traveling expenses of the commissioner, $9,500; said 


sums to be disbursed upon warrants approved by the Secre- | 


tary of the Iuterior ; and that the period limited for the ap 
= of commissioner, surveyor, and chief astronomer, 

y the act of May 15, 1850, shall be, and the same is hereby, 
extended to the Ist of April, 1854.”? 

The House disagreed to said amendment. 

The committee recommend that the House re- 
cede from its disagreement thereto, and agree to the 
same, with an amendment thereto, as follows: 

** Strike ont the words, ‘said sums to be disbursed upon 
warrants approved by the Secretary of the Interior.” 

The ninety-ninth amendment of the Senate was 
as follows: 


** Add the following section: 


“Seo. 22. nd be it further enacted, That there be placed | 
at the disposal of the President of the United States the sum || 


of $20,000, to enable him to eompensate Clark Mills for the 
execution of the equestrian statue of Andrew Jackson, re- 
cently placed upon the public square, in the city of Wash- 
ington, north of the Executive mansion, and to make the 
saine the property of the United States; and that said sum 


be paid, under the direction of the President, out of any | 


money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, when 
a clear and satisfactory title to said statue shall be vested in 
the United States.”* 

The House disagreed to said amendment. 

The committee recommend that the House re- 
cede from its disagreement thereto, and agree to 


the same with an amendment, adding at the end | 


of the Senate amendment the following: 


** Provided, That the sum of $10,000 thereof be invested 
for the benefit of the family of said Mills, and after his death 


- be given to such children of said Mills as may survive 
tin.” 


After the report of the Committee of Conference | 


was read as above inserted— 


Mr. HOUSTON said: [I am not able to discuss 
the propositions contained in that report, even if I 
had time to do it. The committee did the best it 
could, and we think we did very well. We sub- 


mit it to the House, and I call the previous ques- 
tion upon it. 


Many Mempers. “No!” “No!” 
Mr. CLEVELAND. I hope the House will 
not second the previous question. 
Cries of ‘‘ Order!’’ * Order !”’ 
r. STANLY. 1 call for tellers. 


| 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Jounson, of 


Arkansas, and Wuire, of Kentucky, appointed. 

The House was divided, and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 96, noes 39. 

So the previous question received a second. 

The main question was then ordered to be put. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I ask for 
the yeas and nays on the adoption of the report 
of the committee. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will it be in order to 
move to have the amendments of the Senate 
printed ? 

The SPEAKER pro tem. The Chair thinks 
not, as the previous question has been ordered, 
and the pending question is upon adopting the 

| report of the Committee of Conference. 

| Mr. McMULLIN. Gentlemen in this part of 
the House could not hear the character of those 
amendments, and I desire to have them read. We 


are required here to go it blind. I call for the 
reading of the report. 


The SPEAKER pro tem. 
there be any objection. 

Several Members. [ object. 

The SPEAKER pro tem. Objection is made, 
and the report cannot be again read. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER pro tem. The gentleman from 
Virginia is not in order. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I am in order. I desire 
to submit a motion to suspend the rule by which 
the House has determined to take a vote upon this 
report. [Laughter. 

{Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on 
| Enrolled bills, reported as correctly enrolled the 
following bills: 

An act to supply the deficiencies in the appro- 
|| priations for the service of the fiscal year ending 
1} 30th June, 1853; 

An act to establish certain post roads, and for 
' other purposes; and 
An act making appropriations for the service of 


It cannot be done if 





the Post Office Department during the fiscal year || 


| ending the 30th of June, 1854. 
| 


of the Speaker. 

A message was here received from the Senate, 
by the hands of Assury Dickins, its Secretary, 
informing the House that the Senate had passed 
the bill of the House making appropriations for 
the service of the Indian Department for the fiscal 


|| year ending 30th June, 1854, with certain amend- 


| ments thereto. ] 

The question was then taken upon the adoption 
of the report of the Committee of Conference upon 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, and 
there were—yeas 68, nays 106; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Ashe, Bowie, Bragg, Breckin- 


bell, Caskie, Chandler, Colcock, Darby, George T. Davis, 
| Dawson, Edgerton, Edmundson, Evans, Ewing, Faulkner, 
| Fay, Florence, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
|} Gamble, Gilmore, Goodrich, Grey, Hammond, Sampson 
|| W. Harris, Hart, Houston, Howard, Jackson, Robert W. 
Johnson, J. Glaney Jones, George G. King, Kuhns, Kurtz, 
Landry, Lockhart, Marshall, Mason, McCorkle, McDonald, 





Henry D. Moore, Orr, Peaslee, Penn, Polk, Price, Riddle, |} 
|| Robbins, Robie, Russell, Sabine, David L. Seymour, Stan- || der 


ly, Frederick P. Stanton, St. Martin, Strother, Stuart, Suth- 


White—62. 
NAYsS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Charles Allen, Allison, 


Chastain, Churchwell, Clark, Clemens, Cleveland, Cling- 


Henn, Hibbard, Holladay, Horsford, ‘Thomas Y. How, 
Hunter, Ingersoll, Ives, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, James 
Johnson, John Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, 
Preston King, Letcher, Litthke, Mace, Mann, Martin, Mc- 
Lanahan, McMullin, McNair, McQueen, Meade, Millson, 
| Morehead, Morrison, Murphy, Murray, Nabers, Olds, Out 
|| law, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, Penniman, Per- 
kins, Reed, Robinson, Ross, Sackett, Schoolcraft, Schoon- 
maker, Scurry, Origen 8S. Seymour, Skelton, Smith, Abra- 
ham P. Stephens, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Ste- 
| vens, Stratton, Sweetser, Toombs, Townshend, Venable 





| Walbridge, Washburn, Wells, Wildrick, Woodward, and 
| Yates—106. 


| So the House refused to adopt the report. 
| Pending the call of the yeas and nays— 


Mr. CLEMENS said: I rise to a question of | 


privilege. 


The above bills thereupon received the signature | 


ridge, Brenton, Briggs, George H. Brown, Thompson Camp- | 
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| A Memser. 








at 


March 8, 
| from Virginia is not in order in propounding any 
| question. 3 
| Mr. GOODENOW also asked leave to record 
his vote, though without the bar when his name 
was called. 

Objection was made, and permission was re- 
| fused. 
Mr. MEADE. I move to reconsider the vote 


| by which the report of the Committee of Confer- 
| ence was rejected, 


Mr. HIBBARD. 
| the majority? 
Mr. MEADE. I am surprised that the gen- 


tleman from New Hampshire wants this bill to 
fail. 

Mr. HIBBARD. 

Mr. MEADE. 
other bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It will not take the 
Senate fifteen minutes to recede from every one of 
their amendments. 

Mr. MEADE. I want to say what! have to 
say without interruption. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I will say what the gentle- 
man from New Hampshire wishes. 1! wish that 
| this bill should not fail. I am very anxious that 
it shall pass, but [ want it to be passed in a proper 
form. Ido not expect that it will pass a perfect 
bill, nor in all respects as I should like to have it; 
but I want it to pass as perfect as we can make it. 
I do not want it to be adopted in its present form. 
I want to strip it of all those abominations which 
the Senate have tacked on it in defiance of the 
House. It is not too late for the House to insist 
| on its disagreement, and have a new Committee of 
_ Conference appointed. 

Mr. JONES. It may be done in five minutes. 

Mr. MEADE. By a strict construction of the 
Constitution, we have only three hours more of 
this session left. 


Did the gentleman vote with 


I do not want it to fail. 
We have no time to pass an- 


No; we do not adjourn till to- 
morrow noon at twelve o’clock. 

Mr. MEADE. Let gentlemen reply to me 
when I am done. We have not only this, but 
many other appropriation bills yet to pass, and I 


| believe that the vote we have just taken was under 


| misapprehension on the part of a great many mem- 


| 


| 


| 
i] 


bers, in relation to the question of increasing sala- 
ries. As that report was read from the desk, I 
determined myself to vote against this bill, believ- 
ing that an increase had been made of the salaries 
of various high officers of the Government; but I 
now understand that the principal increase has re- 
lation to the salaries of the Cabinet ministers from 
$6,000 to $8,000 per annum; and a few others 
which are scarcely worthy of consideration. 


me? 
Mr. MEADE. Not until I am done. I can- 
not permit anybody to interrupt me. There ap- 


| Mr. CLINGMAN. Will the gentleman allow 
| 


| pears, Mr. Speaker, to be a great sensibility on 


| the part of some of the Democrats of this House 


serland, Taylor, Thurston, Walsh, Ward, and Addison | 


Averett, Barrere, Bell, Bennett, Bibighaus, Bocock, Bowne, | 
Albert G. Brown, Burrows, Busby, Joseph Cable, Cartier, | ; 
| TheSPEAKER. It is. 
|, man, Cobb, Conger, Curtis, Daniel, John G. Davis, Dean, | 
| Dimmick, Disney, Dockery, Doty, Dunham, Eastman, | 
|| Ficklin, Fitch, Freeman, Gaylord, Giddings,Gorman,Grow, | 
Isham G. Harris, Hascall, Haven, Hebard, Hendricks, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


I desire to know whether, under the || the opposition. 


in regard to the increase of the salaries of your 
| officers; $8,000 to your cabinet ministers now is 
less than $6,000 was five years ago. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I rise to a question of or- 


Mr. MEADE. I decline to yield to anybody. 

Mr. McMULLIN. But I call my colleague to 
order. Is it in order to discuss the original bill 
on a motion to reconsider? 


Mr. MEADE. Mr. Speaker, I will say again 
that the only increase of any consequence is of 
the salaries of your Cabinet ministers; and that 
increase has been recommended by a Whig Ad- 
ministration; so that, if there be any fault or crime 
| in it, it must be shared by the Whig as well as 
the Democratic party. Now, suppose the effect 
of this vote should be to lose a few Democrats 
who are afraid to trust the good sense of the peo- 
ple, we can afford to spare them. Let them go 
over to the enemy; it will assistthem to reorganize 
an opposition. An army is very apt to become 
disorderly that did not have an enemy in front. 
We have now no enemy before us. Now, I am 
willing that those who are disposed to quit the 
Democratic party, in consequence of a small and 
necessary increase of compensation, should go to 
It will cause our ranks to be 





| 
| 


rules of this House, a member can be compelled to || more closely serritd hereafter. 


vote upon a proposition which he does not under- || 


stand? 





Mr. CLINGMAN. I wish to ask thegentleman 
| a bona fide question. I understand that there has 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman || been introduced into the bill by the Committee of 





a ae 





1853. 


Conference an appropriation of $36,000 to pay the | to state to the gentleman from Ohio, that the Chair 


extra allowance to the officers of this House, and 
I wish to know of the gentleman whether that is 
really so? It will be remembered that the Senate 
did not make any appropriation for that purpose, 
and also that a motion made here to put it in was 
yoted down. Of course, then, it was not one of 
the disagreeing votes between the two Houses. 
This Committee of Conference was only appointed 
te consider the disagreeing votes between the two 


Houses, and I would like to know on what prin- || 


ciple they recommend this appropriation. It was 
not referred to them at all. 

Mr. STANLY. I will answer the gentleman, 
if my friend from Virginia will allow me. 

Mr. MEADE. | have only a few more words 
to say. 1 know nothing about what the gentleman 
from North Carolina has stated. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 1 will only say with regard 


to the interrogatory of the gentleman from North || 


Carolina, that when the amendment was present- 
ed in the Committee of Conference, I madea point 
of order on it. I suppose that it is not improper 
for me to state that much of the transactions of the 
committee. The committee decided unanimously 
against me on the point of order. It was said 
there that the contingent fund of the Senate was an 
open question; that to it there was an amendment 
pending, and the committee agreed to the attach- 
ment of this amendment. 

[Cries of **That is all right !’’]* 

Mr. MEADE. The question raised by the 
gentleman from North Carolina has been fully 
answered by the gentleman from Alabama; and if 
I were to select the man in this House who was 
the most faithful watch dog over the Treasury of 
the United States, | should select the gentleman 
from Alabama. ([Laughter.]} 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. I rise to a 
question of order. Therule of the House requires 
that gentlemen should confine themselves to the 
question under debate, and to avoid personalities. 
The gentleman has called the chairman of the 
Committee on Ways and Means a watch-dog. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON. I move to strike out 
** dog,’’ and insert “* gentleman.”’ 

Mr. FLORENCE. That would make him a 
gentleman watchman. ([Laughter.] 

Mr. MEADE. There is danger if this bill be 
rejected that this Congress will expire without 


making the necessary appropriations to carry on | 


the Government. We will then be forced to have 
an extra session, and everybody knows that it 
will cost thousands and thousands of dollars more 
than the increase of pay proposed. I am not 
afraid to go before the intelligent yeomanry of the 
country and remind them how extensively their 
property has increased within the last few years, 
and how much more their receipts are than for- 
merly. It requires much more at the present time 
than formerly to supply our families with the ne- 
cessaries of life; and they will appreciate the neces- 
sity for an increase of the salaries of our officers. 
I have no interest in this matter, but I think the 
pay of members of the House should be increased 
in the same proportion, and that we should re- 
quire a more prompt execution of their duties. If 
we had adequate pay, there would not be so fre- 
quently such thin attendance here. For one I am 
willing to take the responsibility. I fear no in- 
vestigation of my vote before my people if they 
choose to investigate it. I do not fear the verdict 
they will render. They are as capable of under- 
standing this question as 1 am, and when it is 
known that we have but a few moments to legis- 
late upon the most important bills of the session, 
they will see at once the necessity of concessions 
by both Houses. We have just ejected the Whigs 
from power, and we have brought into the Execu- 
tive office one of the most popular Democrats that 
we have had since the days of Andrew Jackson. 
The Whigs may attribute it to the unpopularity 
of their candidate—and I believe that was the cause 


in part—but they were doomed to a defeat with | 


“re 
r. DUNCAN. What is the question under 
consideration ? 

Mr. MEADE. The gentleman from North 
Carolina requested me to yield the floor for some 
personal explanation. 

Mr.SWEETSER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia has no right to yield the floor to the gentle- 
man from North Carolina. 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair would beg leave 





THE 


| designated the gentleman from North Carolina 
{[Mr. Sran cy} as entitled to the floor. 

Mr. STANLY. Mr. Speaker, my purpose is 
not to make a speech, but to give the House any 
explanation or information I can in discharge of 
public duty in the few hours which remain to me 
of public life. I desire to perform that duty as 
intelligently as I can. If the House will give me 
| their attention | will make myself understood, and 
give such information as I can about the action of 
this committee, and I shall be glad, so far as it is 
| consistent with propriety, order, or decorum, to 
have any questions about any particular point 
submitted to me, and | will endeavor to give an 
intelligible answer, and satisfy every patriot upon 
| this floor that the report of this committee is the 
| best that can be made under the circumstances, 
| and better than we can make if we had five com- 
mittees of conference in the short hours of the 
session that remain tous. Before | proceed to 
| that point, let me say a word here about some of 

the objections made in regard to the report of the 
| Committee of Conference. ‘The gentleman from 
| New Hampshire (Mr. Hisparp] spoke of the 
| ** abominations’’ in this report to which he was 
opposed. What does he call an * abomination ?’’ 
| Let him specify his abomination. You may pick 
up Mr. A, or B, or C, D, E, F, who are here, 
or twenty other men, and every one of them will 
find something in the report abominable to him, 
but earnestly advocated by many others. If you 
wait until you reject the abomination which each 
one may find in the bill, are you ever to get 
through? One of my colleagues asked a question 
—not original with him, but suggested by another 
| member upon this floor—that we departed from 
the rules of order in voting money to clerks and 
officers of the Hcuse, when we had nothing to do 
| with it according to the rules of order. 
pose we did: is that a reason for stopping the 
| wheels of Government, as far as this House 
can? Is that such an ** abomination”’ as to jus- 
| tify us in forcing an extra session? No, sir; that 
| is not an abomination to any man that wants to 
carry on the Government. Whatdowedo? A 
motion was made by the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Briees] to suspend the rules and allow 
him to introduce a resolution to pay officers of 
the House extra compensation. Gem one ques- 
tion made in relation to that, according to my 
recollection, there were but ten gentlemen who 
called for the yeas and nays. When that passed 
by such an overwhelming vote as it did, and is 
brought before us in the committee, and the point 
of order is made and voted down, what is the 
| Committee of Conference to do? Stand by the 
order of the House and teach the Senate that they 
were not to intrude upon our rights. 
| Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Will the 
gentleman allow me to ask him who introduced 
this new matter into the bill? 

Mr. STANLY. It is not a proper question. 
I will not say who did or did not; but whatever 
there is of abomination in this bill, or whatever 
there is of wrong about it, if one man can take it, 
if one Whig can take it and pass this bill, lay it 

| upon me and not upon the committee, or upon 
the House. I take the full responsibility of all 
| the abominations in this bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will ask the 
gentleman from North Carolina one question. If 
a very large majority of the House did not vote it 

| by resolution, when they were told that there was 
nota dollar appropriated to pay this compensation, 

| and have since two or three times refused to put 
it into an appropriation bill ? 

Mr. STANLY. The House voted that this 
| money should be paid, and public honor and com- 
| mon honesty requires thatit should be paid. The 

House of Representatives have said that they 
should have it. My friend from Tennessee op- 
posed it, but does he admit that we could not put 
it into a deficiency bill, or argue that it was wrong 
to make the appropriation ? 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman mistakes the ob- 
ject of my inquiry. It is to show the awkward, 
not to say ridiculous position in which the House 
have placed themselves in voting the money. 

Mr. STANLY. I am very glad to hear the 
remark of the gentleman. He says the House 
placed itself in an awkward and ridiculous posi- 

i, tion. We have done our duty in trying to get the 
| House out of it, and that is an abomination, | sup- 
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pose. How was the report of the Committee of 
Conference voted down in the House? I will tell 
you. There was not a quorum present—l am 
not going to make a party speech, lam above it 
in this matter—but some economical gentleman 
objected, and demanded the yeas and nays. The 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means, 
worn down with continual exhaustion of body 
and mind, in labors such as few men can encoun- 
ter, would implore them not to call for a division; 
and without examination, under a mistake, mem- 
bers worn down, almost incapable of thought, 
voted down the report. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Let me refresh the gentle- 
man’s memory in relation to that vote. 

Mr. STANLY. I cannot yield the floor. I 
wish to make no speech, but to give information, 
and to answer the argument of abomination com- 
ing from the gentleman from New Hampshire, 
(Mr. Hissarp.] Sir, this is the ** unkindest cut 
of all.’? Well may I say, ** Et tu Brute!’ The 
gentleman is our colleague on the Committee on 
Ways and Means. He comes from the same 
State with your President elect—of General Frank- 
lin Pierce, whose election I opposed with all my 
heart and soul, but being elected President of the 
United States, | wish to give him fair means of 
carrying on this Government. And yet we find 
here from the very Stage of the President elect, 
that gentleman can get up and talk of abomina- 
tions, and run the risk of calling an extra session 
of Congress, because there are two or three items 
in the bill with which his constituents would find 
fault! 

I will now proceed, if it be desirable, to call over 
one by one the amendments, and give such expla- 
nations of them to the House as will satisfy all 
that we have done the best we could under the 
circumstances in which we were placed. The 
House will see that the Senate committee recede 
in some thirty-seven amendments, while we re- 
cededfin only four or five, according to my recol- 
lection. They said they had their rights, and that 
they were actuated by conscientious motives, and 
that their amendments were according to the wishes 
of the Senate. We told them that you cannot get 
them through the House. The House had virtu- 
ally instructed us in four or five things, and I gave 
up my individual wishes in preference to what the 
House have demanded. You send back another 
Committee of Conference and instruct them not to 
yield an inch, and you will have an extra session 
of Congress, and upon you will be the responsi- 
bility. The Senate act in the discharge of their 
duties as we do, and they are acting under oath 
as weare. They havea right to submit amend- 
ments to this bill. They do submit them in good 
faith, and they are entitled in courtesy to be heard; 
and nobody is fit to be upon a committee of con- 
ference, or a member of this House, who proceeds 
upon a different principle. When they recede in 
thirty different cases, and we in four or five, | ask 
if we have not brought back a triumphant report 
as far as that goes? But if you wish to senda 
committee to dragoon the Senate, do not send me 
as one of them. 

I will now endeavor briefly to give some expla- 
nation of each amendment in the order in which 
they come up, so faras I can, and I have no doubt 
that if for the time being we will all lay aside party 
feeling, we will have no difficulty. The first 
amendment of which I will speak is that for in- 
creasing the salaries of the heads of Departments. 
W hat is the view presented there? In the Com- 
mittee of Conference | will suppose the Senate say 
to us, Gentlemen, we think the public interest and 


| honor require the increase of the salaries of our 


foreign ministers abroad. We tell them that the 
House cannot agree to it. The Senate say that 
the heads of Departments cannot live here upon 
the meager, pitiful sum of $6,000 a year. Every 
one knows that no man can afford at present to 
come here and occupy a position as the head of one 
of the Departments, no matter how great his tal- 
ents, unless he is a man of wealth. The Senate 
properly argues that it opens the door to talent, 
and enables men of moderate estates to come into 
the Cabinet, which, with your present salaries, are 
confined slamtentingindsy to therich. We know 
there is much truth in this. We went for compro- 
mise. We said to them, Gentlemen, give up this 
matter of foreign ministers and we will agree to 
the increase of the salaries of the heads of Depart- 
ments; and they did it. Do you expect them to 
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give up all? No man of sense can, and what is 
the argument here? . 

Respectable gentlemen of the Democratic party 

get up and say that it will ruin the Democratic 
yarty to vote increase of salaries to the heads of 
Densareanonte, and the Whigs do not like to take 
the responsibility of increasing those salaries, 
when Democrats will not doit. Now, 1s thata 
proper rule of conductfor us? Is it right on either 
side of the House? 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman one question. In this whole bill, appro- 
priating millions and millions of dollars, can the 
gentleman show me one item where either branch 
of Congress has reduced the public expenditure 
one dollar? 

Mr. STANLY. The Committee of Conference 
reduced $50,000 on one item—for water for the 
District of Columbia, and in other instances—if 
the gentleman will hear me. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I mean compared with 
the bill of last year. 

Mr. STANLY. My friend from Connecticut 
knows that I cannot now compare this bill with 
the bill of last session. No mortal man can do 
it. 

Mr.CLEVELAND. Is there a single cent of 
retrenchment in any form upon the bill as origin- 
ally presented ? ‘ 

Mr. STANLY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. Has not the Senate added 
to this bill more than a million of dollars? 

Mr. STANLY. I do not know how much the 
Senate have added. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. How long will it be be- 
fore the Democratic party redeem their pledge of 
retrenching the expenditures of the Government if 
we go on at the rate you propose? 

Mr. STANLY. If the Democratic party in- 
tend to enter on a system of retrenchment accord- 
cording to your idea, you ought to appoint a com- 
mittee of conference who would reduce the salaries 
of the heads of the Departments from $6,000 to 
$2,000. 
Cabinet? 

Mr. CLEVELAND. 
the Federalists. 

Mr. STANLY. That remark shows that my 
friend from Connecticut is excited. He is wearied, 
as we all are, from want of sleep. It is late at 
night for a gentleman coming from ‘ the land of 
steady habits,’’ and he is rather more excited just 
now than gentlemen usually are who come from 
that sober part of the country. [Much laughter. ] 
He would not speak thus on calm reflection. 

But I do not want to makeaspeeeh. I want to 


Wecan get a portion of 


give the House some information, if Lean. [want | 


to explain the action of the Committee of Confer- 


Then who will you get to go into Pierce’s 


ence; and [ think | can show satisfactorily to any | 
reasonable man, that it is our duty as patriots, at | 


this late period of the session, to agree to the re- 


= of the Committee of Conference, and save the 
rill. 


Mr. TOOMBS. 
that two speeches have been made upon that side, 
and that we should like to discuss the report too. 
I hope, therefore, that when he gets through with 
his speech, he will allow us to do it. 

Mr. STANLY. I do notallow the House any- 
thing. 
be said with more propriety by the gentleman 
from Georgia than by me. I have no right to 
give permissions, or to make allowances. Sir, I 


I do not speak in thatfashion. That could | 


came here saying that I desired not to make a | 


speech. I was on the Committee of Conference 


with the honorable chairman of the Committee on | 


Ways and Means, who is exhausted in body and 


voice by labors and fatigues that would have ex- | 


hausted even Hercules; and I propose in the dis- 
charge of my duty, to occupy no more time than 
will enable me to explain the report of the com- 
mittee, and to answer any questions that gentle- 
men may wish to propound. When | do that, 


let the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Toomss] talk 
as much as he pleases. 


Mr. VENABLE. 
Mr. STANLY. 
ask me a question ? 

Mr. VENABLE. I thought my colleague had 
done, and rose with a view of replying to him. I 
wish, also, to make a few remarks in reply to the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Meave,] who 
moved to reconsider, as well as on the general 
subject. 





Mr. Speaker 
Does my colleague desire to 


I will say to the gentleman, | 
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Mr. TAYLOR. I hope the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. Sranty] will proceed with 
his explanation of the amendments. 

Mr. STANLY. I will try and do so, if the 
House will allow me. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to ask the 
gentleman from North Carolina if there is any 
solitary one of the propositions upon which the 
two Houses are disagreeing, which is absolutely 
necessary to carry on any branch or department 
of the Government or for any great interest of the 
country? If there is not, every one of them are 
out of place in this bill, and ought to be in bills 
by themselves ? 

Mr. STANLY. I think a good many of them 
attach to provisions which are indispensably ne- 
cessary to carry on the Government. Some of 
them will confer benefit to hundreds of thousands. 
The Government might be carried on without any 
civil and diplomatic bill at all. Your new Presi- 
dent can go on trust. He has the credit of the 
Government to support him. The bill itself is 
not indispensably necessary, according to the rigid 
rule of the gentleman from Tennessee: ‘* Give not 
nature more than nature needs—man’s life’s as 
cheap as beast’s.”’ | 

Mr. JONES. I believe it is understood that 
the Cabinet was made up before there was any | 
expectation of an increase of salaries. 

Mr. STANLY. I have not troubled myself 
with that question. I have acted in the discharge 
of what I conceived to be my duty, and I believe 
all the members of the committee did the same. 

Mr. SACKETT. I desire the gentleman from 
North Carolina to explain the amendments from 
which the Senate refused to recede, so that we || 
may understand what they are. 

Mr. STANLY. I think I had better go on in 
order, and | will do so if the House will listen to 
me. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
too long. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
a little chance to reply. 

Mr. STANLY. I will hurry on. The con- 
tingent fund of the Senate was placed at the entire 
disposal of the Senate. Upon that the House re- 
ceded. 

‘here was provision for an additional clerk to 
the Light-House Board, which was discussed in | 
this House. ‘The Senate receded from that. 

There were two clerks provided for the Fifth 
Auditor’s Office. The Senate receded from that. 
There would have been two more ‘* abomina- 
tion’’ if they had not done that. 

There was an amendment about Mediterranean | 
passports, which the House struck out. The 
Senate receded from that ‘* abomination.” 

There was an amendment put in by the Senate 
for issuing certificates for land instead of patents, | 
which they said was highly useful and proper. | 
The Senate receded from that Senatorial ‘* abom- 
ination.”’ 

We passed an amendment about the Patent Of- 
fice Building, which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. | 
Carrrer] urged with a good deal of earnestness. | 
The Senate receded from its opposition to that | 
also. || 

There was an amendment of the Senate for a | 
penitentiary in Minnesota, and the House receded || 
from its opposition to that, upon the ground that || 
the other Territories were provided for in the same | 
way, and it was thought necessary. 

‘There was an amendment raising the salaries of 
light-house keepers in California some two or 
three hundred dollars. The House receded from 
its Opposition to that. | 

There was an amendment for a new light-house || 
in Texas. The Senate receded upon that. 

There was an amendment for an appraiser in 
California. We had a debate upon that for more 
than an hour, and were convinced by the argu- | 
ments addressed to us by the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance of the Senate that that 
officer was necessary, and we therefore yielded it || 
—to the Democratic party, of course. I was in- 
fluenced by Mr. Hunrer’s opinion, in whom, 
from long personal acquaintance, | have great 
confidence. 

We have had an item of $20,000 for printing 
the Coast Survey in which the House had refused 
to concur, and the Senate receded from that also. | 


LY 


That will take | 


Let us have 








| The contract can still be made. 


March 8, 


There was a provision for a custom-house at 
New Orleans, for one at Belfast, Maine, for one 
in Connecticut, and for one at Richmond, Vir- 


| ginia, from all of which the Senate receded, in 


obedience to the wish of the House. 

There were provisions for carrying on the ma- 
rine hospitals at St. Louis and Evansville, and 
one in lowa, and from the last, being a new work, 
the Senate receded. 

Upon the increase of the salaries of foreign 
ministers the Senate receded, and the House re- 
ceded from its opposition to the increase of the 
salaries of the heads of Departments. Wemade 
that compromise, as I have, I believe, before stated. 

The Senate declared that the President should 
have power to make chargés ministers resident, 
if he pleased. The House yielded to that, with 
this proviso, that no higher salary should be paid 
to the ministers resident than the chargés re- 
ceived, but allowing the President to create the 


/rank whenever he thought the interests of the 


country required it. 
There was an appropriation of $20,000 to pay 


| for the transportation of the contributions from the 


Sultan of Turkey to the approaching exhibition 
at New York. The Senate receded from that to 
please economical gentlemen like my friend from 
Connecticut, (Mr. CLevecanp.]} 

There was an appropriation of $5,200 fora pub- 
lic square in this city. The House receded from 
its opposition to that upon information derived 
from the Senate committee that it was to paya 
debt already contracted, and not for future work. 

We had a contest over the appropriation of 


| $50,000 for a bridge at Georgetown, and $150,000 


for water forthecity of Washington. Westruck 
down the appropriation for the bridge to $30,000, 
and for the water $100,000, consulting the eco- 
nomical wishes of the House, but yielding that 


|| much to the desire of the Senate to begin this 


most useful work. 

‘The Senate agree to the House amendment as 
to some repairs upon the President’s House. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 1 ask the gentleman whether 
the cutting down of the appropriation for water 
from $150,000 to $100,000, will save any money? 
Do you not still 
authorize the making of a contract to supply the 
city with water, whatever may be the cost of it? 

Mr. STANLY. The gentleman can answer 
that question as well as | can. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I will answer it, if you will 
give me a chance. 

Mr. STANLY. You will be free to do it when 
I have done. The gentleman from Georgia will 
soun have an opportunity of being of service to 
the country in preventing these abuses of the Sen- 
ate. I shall look forward with some interest to 
see if he acts the patriot there. 1 hope he will play 
the economist in the Senate, as he has done in the 
closing hours of this session. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope I shall. 

Mr. STANLY. I hope so too. I have not 
argued that we saved money by cutting down the 
appropriation to supply this city with water. I 
think we should have saved money if we had ap- 
propriated $500,000. I think it would bea saving 
of money to appropriate enough at once to com- 

lete the work. But we yielded to the wish of the 
een and reduced the appropriations. The gen- 
tleman from Connecticut [Mr. CLevetanp] asked 
me a while ago how the Democratic party were to 
bring about retrenchment, if they were required 
to begin in this way? I will tell you how. Put 
men into the Cabinet and into the Departments at 
competent salaries, who will have no temptation 


| to go outside of their proper line of duty in order 
| to be able to live. 


Mr.CLEVELAND. Dol understand the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina to say that as an 
apology for his friends having done it? : 

Mr. STANLY. That is not a fair question, 


and you know it. I have not said so. I speak 
generally. 
Mr. CLEVELAND. Then, why did you use 


the argument? 
Mr. STANLY. I have answered your question, 


|| and used an argument advanced many years ago. 


There was a revenue steamer provided for Cali- 
fornia. The Senate insisted upon that; they said 


if we were to continue our revenue system there, 


something of the sort was indispensably necessary. 
The House struck out the appropriation for that 
purpose, but some provision to accomplish that 
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object was certainly needed in California, accord- 
ing to my judgment, 
The next is to provide for the expense of carry- 
ce on the Mexican Boundary Commission, and 
here is another ** abomination of the same 
tamp. The House adopted an amendment moved 
by the gentleman from Georgia {Mr. Toomss] 
himself, to strike out that portion of the Senate 
amendment relating to the compensation of the 
Commissioner of the Boundary Survey. The 
House receded and agreed to the Senate amend- 
The Senate amendment reduces the ex- 
penses. The proposition upon the part of the 
Senate contained an economical provision dispens- 
ing with the disbursing agent. They told us that 
Mr. Pearce, of Maryland, one of the most intel- 
ligent gentlemen in that body, had critically ex- 
amined the subject. The original estimates were 
4180,000, and they had cut them down to $160,000. 
fA laugh.] Willthe gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
Toomss] laugh? I cannot argue with aman who 
will laugh at an argument presented by James A. 
Pearce, of Maryland. I had rather be wrong 
with Mr. Pearce than right with many others 
here. 


nr 


ment. 


— Senate put in a provision for an Iowa hos- 
pital, and the Senate receded from that. I hope 
there is something saved there. ‘The House re- 


ceded from the amendments in relation to the assay | 


offices, and for a most excellent reasen 
came from the Committee on Finance in the Sen- 
ate, and which was first suggested by the officers 
of the Mint at Philadelphia. It is to allow per- 
sons every where as they please to assay their gold 
and bring it to the Mint for coinage. It will save 
the expense of employing several officers of the 
Mint, and will enable them to coin the money al- 
most as soon as it is brought tothe Mint. Itisa 
most economical and saving process, as we under- 
stand it, to dispense ys these officers and to 
leave it to everybody who choose to assay their 
own gold. The House receded because it would 
cost the country nothing, and would make the 
operations at the Mint more expeditious. This 
was retrenchment. The Senate put in an amend- 
ment in relation to goods destroyed by fire in San 
Francisco and New York, 
disagreed, and the Senate receded from that. 


which | 


to which the House | 


There was an amendmentabout flax machinery | 


imported into the country to which the House 
disagreed, and the Senate receded from that. 
There was an amendment about paying Mr. 
Ritchie for printing the Taylor pamphlet, brought 
up here and objected to in the House, giving him 


several thousand dollars—probably four or five | 


thousand—and the Senate receded from that in 
obedience to the wishes of the House. 
There was an amendment in regard to a codifi- 


cation of the revenue laws, and the Senate receded | 


from that. 

This House adopted an amendment providing 
for purchasing the equestrian statue of Jackson, 
and making provision for compensating Clark 
Mills; and the Senate agreed to what they under- 
stood was the wish of the House in anamendment 
reported by the Committee of Conference. 

Then we had an amendment about purchasing 
law-books of Cowperthwaite and others, for distri- 
bution among the several States, and the Senate 
receded from that. 

We had an amendment about extra compensa- 
tion to the clerks in the post office in this city, and 
the Senate receded from that. 

Now, look at the long list of amendments from 
which the Senate has receded. Is there a man, I 
ask, in this House, of any intelligence, who will 
tell me that any committee of conference this 
House may appoint, can go and say to the Sen- 
ate, ‘* We demand that you shall recede from all 
your amendments,’’ with any hope of success? 

A Memser. Yes, certainly. 

Mr. STANLY. The gentleman says ‘ Yes, 
certainly.’’ Well, Mr. Speaker, if there are men 
here who act upon that principle, let it be pro- 
claimed, and let the responsibility of defeating this 
bill restuponthem. I envy not such dispositions. 

But, sir, | intend to make no speech; | have 


made these explanations, and if there be any ques- 
tions to ask by any gentleman in this House, | 
will endeavor to give an answer during the time 
allowed to me. 

Mr. EVANS here made an inquiry which was 
not heard by the reporter. 


Well, sir, I am just going out | 


Mr. STANLY. 
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of public life, and 1 do not desine to go out a vin- 
dictive party man. It isnot the object of my am- 
bition to think of it during my retirement. 

Mr. MARSHALL. There was a proposition 
to refund duties on certain goods destroyed by fire 
in California. How does that stand now? — 

Mr. STANLY. The Senate receded from that 
amendment, and of course it was stricken out. The 
House refused to concur in the amendment, and 
we obeyed the will of the House. 

Mr. MARSHALL. If the House committee 
made many as unreasonable demands as that, l 
think the report of the C ommittee of Conference 
ought to be rejected. 

Mr. STANLY. There is a specimen of this 
opposition. The gentleman from California, anx- 
ious to please his constituents, is not satisfied, be- 
cause we have stricken this amendment out. Every 
gentleman is anxious to have the provisions for 
the benefit of his constituents left in the 
how are we to ple.se everybody? 

Mr. Speaker, if there be no further question to 
ask, I will yield the floor, merely remarking that 
in the discharge of our duty, I have been since 
eight o’clock this morning without food, and now 
itis near midnight. I have done nothing which 
my own conscience does not approve. In what | 
have done, | have endeavored to regard the interest 
of this great country, woman tive of party feeling 


bill, and 


or party bias, and | appea! to every good man, of 
, 


whatever party, to anaahes that we have a com- 
mon country to serve, no matter who is the man 
at the head of the Government. 

Mr. VENABLE. Mr. Speaker, I think it is 


right, inasmuch as the report of this Committee of 


Conference was rejec ted by avery large major ity 
of this House, that the majority should be he: urd 
upon this motion to reconsider the vote by which 
that report was rejected. 
little of the time of 
which I shall submit. 
Sir, | am not afraid of the responsibility of re- 
jecting an appropriation bill, and of going before 
my constituents, or the people of any portion of 
the country, when | am sustained in the vote | 
have given by such reasons as do sustain me 
upon this occasion. When I hear gentlemen get 
up and talk, as the gentleman from Virginia [ Mir. 
Meape] did, about the responsibility of calling an 
extra session of Congress, | am reminded of a re- 
mark made by the gentleman from Georgia, {Mr. 
Toomss,] that the people of this country are will- 
ing to pay for legitimate legislation, and they are 
willing to sustain men who refuse to vote for the 
legislation of conference committees—who refuse 
to vote for legislation which Is not understood and 
which is forced upon them in the last hours of an 
expiring session—a session which has been wasted 
instead of being devoted to the business of the 
public. Yes,sir, we are compelled to vote under 
the operation of the previous question, or undera 
suspension of the rules, which only allow five min- 
utes debate upon questions involving thousands and 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, and involving 
the general policy of the Government, touching 
important subjects connected with it, for fear that 


I intend to consume but 


the House in the remarks 


| the incoming Administration may be placed ina 


position where it will be necessary to call an extra 
session of Congress. Sir, for one, | would be 
proud of the honor of doing it, for the purpose of 
correcting an abuse which has grown to be so 
monstrous that it cries aloud to Heaven. 

The bill which is now before us is an instance 
of thatabuse. We pass bills and send them to 
the Senate, and they send them back loaded with 
amendments appropriating millions and millions 
of money; and this practice has been carried on 
until the history of the country shows that when 
a few years since we had fifty thousand troops in 
the field, and the country was involved in a war, 
the expenses of the Government were not so great 
as now, when we arein a state of profound peace. 
The reason is evident: Bills pass the House, are 
sent to the Senate, and come back loaded with 
amendments, a great portion of which would have 
been ruled out of order in this House. 

The gentleman from Virginia {[Mr. Meape} 
took occasion to lecture this House about dema- 
gogism, and about raising the salaries of the Ex- 


ecutive officers of this Government. Sir, for one, 
1 am not willing to herald in a Democratie Ad 
ministration, elected by the Democratic party— 


which proclaim themselves economists—by 1n- 


creasing the expenses of every department of the | 
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| Chentumnntt These expenses may be incrensed, 
but I am not to be intimidated by this talk of go- 
ing to the people with the question at issue. 
people of the country understand this thing as well 
as we do. But if the gentleman from Virginia 
expects to strengthen the Democratic party, and 
give it respectability, by driving from its ranks 
those who stand up for economy—who strive to 
support the Constutation of the United States, and 
to give the party to which he belongs tenacity, he 
will find a foe before him that he will not be able 
to overcome; he will find that the good sense, the 
republican instincts of the people of the country, 
will repudiate such a principle and those who sup- 
port it. And when these take to 
lecture the fathers of the to lecture those 
who inall circumstances, in times of pertl, have 
stood by and supported the Democratic faith, their 
experience in the future will teach them that they 
have an enemy before them which will make them 
quail when the hour of conflict comes—an enemy 
that will grind them to powder. 

Gentlemen talk of conformin 
people. 


The 


rentlemen under 
church 


e to the will of the 
Sir, the people will know, and in time 
will teach them the difference between profession 
and practice. 
toany © 


I will not believe that giving $8,000 
abinet officer will make } any better off 
than by $6,000. You will 
better Cabinet officers for $8,000 a 
will for $6,000. I have’ not the 
will remind the gentleman 
when,a number of years 
of raised to $1,500 a year, ut 
turned almost every member of the Congress that 
passed the law out of his seat, ex: ept those who 
voted against it. 


iim 
giving him not getany 
year than you 
first idea of it. i 
Virginia that 


¢ 


metnt- 


from 


thes 


since, ilarve 


bers Congress was 


I recollect the fact perfectly well 


'» 


and every gentleman who is acquainted with the 
history of the country will recollect it. Now, 
sir, why was this? It was not because the eople 
of the country were not liberal and generous to 
their public serv ints; it was not because they do 
not understand their rights, for they understand 


them a great deal better than we suppose they da, 
W ould to God the eyes of the people of the Uni 
ted States were upon this Ila geht! Would 
to Heaven they could see the s of the coun- 
try fora whole ith all the appropria- 
tions for carrying on the Government centered into 
a few short Would to God they could 
witness the fact of our being called upon 


| to-ni 
busines 


session, Ww 


hours! 
to vote 
upon amendment after amendment, without having 
them in printed form before us, which we 
understand, we never read them. 
Because we cannot pass such amendments blind 
fold without knowing what they a 


cannot 
because have 
re, we are threat- 
ened with the consequences of an extra session of 
Congress. 

Mr. ALLISON. Will my friend from North 
Carolina permit me to ask him a question, which 
has been by of remark he 
has been pursuing tm answer to those of the zen 
tleman from Virginia? [Mr. Meape. | 

Mr. VENABLE. Certainly, | will. 

Mr. ALLISON. I sh to know 


suggested the course 


as the gen- 


tleman is a member of the Democratic party— 
whether the Administration of John luinecy 
Adams was not defeated on account of tts extrav- 


agance? Woes the memory of 
back to that time? 


the gentieman go 


Mr. VENABLE. It does, and a great deal 
further. 

Mr. ALLISON. The gentleman from North 
Carolina then belonged to the economical party. 


Does he still belong to the same party ? 


Mr. VENABLE. I do. 

Mr. ALLISON. It is not the Democratic party 
of the present day. 

Mr. VENABLE. Well, sir, I wili not under- 
take to discuss that matter, nor is It essenti il tha 


it should be made before the people of the country. 


It is a matter of no con sequence; it settles no 
principle before the people. It matters nothing 
to people whether they are wronged by Whigs 
or Democrats. But 1 take occasion here to say 
that whenever a man who belongs to the W} 

narty, or what is called the Whig party, comes 
up for the support of economy, and a strict con- 
struction of the Constitution, and a repu in ad 


- . ' ' 
ministration of this Government, | will look upon 


him and will go with him hand-in 
hand for carrying out any 
that principle. 
to-night. 


Mr. ALLISON 


as a friend, 


measure grounded upon 


{ intend to make no party speech 


As the gentleman from North 
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Carolina, and those who constitute the economical | 
portion of the Democratic party, were read out of | 


the 
Meapr,] I desire to say that we welcome him to 
the ranks of the economical Whig party. 

Mr. DEAN, (interrupting. ) 
item in this report of the Committee of Confer- 
ence, which has been brought before the Commit- 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. I | 
presume it has escaped the notice of the Commit- 


tee of Conference, and that is the amendment in 


relation to the bridge over the Potomac at George- | 


of the | 
W hole—and under that statement it did not re- | 


town. It was stated in the Committee 


ceive a single vote—that Georgetown was bound 


by an act of Congress to Keep that bridge in re- | 


mir forever. 

Mr. VENABLE, (resuming. ) 
casion to say—and I wish it distinctly understood 
—that this is not the first time I have voted against 
an appropriation bill. Lam not afraid to go be- 
fore the country on the defeat of this appropriation 
bill. Iam notafraid, and I believe the people had 
better be made to understand this system of legis- 
lation, which brings us to vote, within the last 
two or three days of the session, millions and mil- 
lions of dollars out of the public Treasury in one 
way or another, and under the action of a Com- 
mittee of Conference. 

I do not mean to make a party speech, but in a 
few days we will have a new Administration, a 
man at its head who will not be afraid to meet re- 
sponsibility. And I would not have been one of 
hoes who sustained and voted for him, did I be- 
lieve he would shun responsibility. 

I believe he will see honesty and integrity in 
the Whigs as well as Democrats, and the party 


that will sustain him will be the friends of the || 


people, the masses of the United States—the Re- 
publican party. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The gentleman 
speaks of the incoming President. 
am on the side of retrenchment and reform, and 
will go with him. I desire to know if there is any 
difficulty in getting Cabinet officers? 

{Here a message was received from the Senate, 


by the hands of Assury Dickins, its Secretary, | 


informing the House that the Senate had passed 
a bill of the House of the following title: 

H. R. No. 333. An act making appropriations 
for the current and contingent expenses of the In- 
dian Department, and for fulfilling treaty stipula- 


tions with the various Indian tribes, for the year | 


ending June 30, 1854, with sundry amendments, 


in which he was directed to ask the concurrence | 


of the House. 

Also, that the Senate had passed a bill of the 
House of the following title: 

H. R. No. 349. An act making appropriations 
for the transportation of the United States mail 
by ocean steamers and otherwise, during the fiscal 
year ending the 30th of June, 1854, with amend- 
ments, in which he was directed to ask the con- 
currence of the House. ] 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
incoming Administration, so far as appropriations 
are concerned, I intend to be liberal, while at the 
same time | shall be economical. Now, sir, I de- 
sire to know of gentlemen who are friends of the 
incoming Administration, if they are posted up, 
whether there is any difficulty, and whether it is 
—oe to get men of talent for the Cabinet? 

r. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I rise toa ques- 
tion of order. It is not in order for one gentleman 
to yield the floor to another to make a speech. 

Mr. VENABLE. I will not trespass upon the 
rules of order. I have no doubt—though I am 


offices with able and satisfactory men. The ques- 
tion is this: Shall this House truckle to the Sen- 
ate, or shall the Senate recede? The Senate have 
»ut amendments on to this bill which you all 

now were all ruled out of order by this House; 
and most of the Senate amendments to this bill 
are out of order. The question is this: Shall the 
Representatives of the people truckle to the Sen- 
ate? Is this House afraid to meet the responsibil- 
ity of going before the people upon the rejection 
of this bill? 

Mr. STANLY. Will my colleague point out 


where, and in what, the committee truckled to the 
Senate? 


Mr. VENABLE. I did not mean to say that |) cordingly resumed the chair. 


There is a single | 


I take this oc- | 


Now, sir, I | 


party by my friend from Virginia, [Mr. | 











| Nair, McQueen, John Moore, Murphy, Murray, Nabers, || 


In regard to the || 


| Coleock, Darby, George T. Davis, Dawson, Disney, Dun- | 
| ean, Edgerton, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. 


| Robbins, Robie, Robinson, Russell, Sabine, David L. Sey- 
mour, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, St. Martin, Stuart, || 


THE CO 


Addison White, Wilcox, and Yates—84. 
not in the confidence of the Administration—that || 


there will be no difficulty in filling all the Cabinet | 


| do take it, and I move to lay the motion to re- 





the Committee of Conference truckled to the Sen- 
ate, but | say that, under the fear of the respon- 
sibility of an extra session, when acollision arises 
between the two Houses, this House must yield. 
I say, let the Senate recede. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 


for higher wages? 

Mr. VENABLE. If they have, I do not be- 
long to that section of the party. That is all, and 
I do not mean myself to destroy the moral effect 
of the declaration, that we are the party of re- 
trenchment and reform, by beginning a system of 
increasing the expenses of the Government, be- 
cause the Senate chaeee to take our bills and load 
them down with amendment after amendment, | 
and compel us to pass them under the fear of the 
responsibility of an extra session. I tell you, the 
expense of an extra session will not amount to | 
as much as these Senate additions to the bill. I | 
tell you these items amount to more than the en- 
tire expenses of a long session. 

[Cries of ** Question !’”’ ** Question !’’] 

Mr. VENABLE. [I never knew a varying pol- 
itician who was not afraid of responsibility. I, 
for one, am willing to meet the responsibility. 1 


{Laughter.} 


consider upon the table. 
[Cries of ** Question !’’ ** Question !’? ** Order !”’ 
** Order !’’] 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 


I appeal to the | 


gentleman from North Carolina to allow me a mo- | 


ment to say a word. 
Mr. VENABLE. 
Mr. JOHNSON. 
Mr. VENABLE. 


cannot—— | 


Mr. JOHNSON. I never consume the time of | 
the House unnecessarily. 


{Cries of ‘* Order !”’ ** Order !”’ from all parts of | 
the Hall.] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ar- 
kansas is notin order. 

Mr. HOWARD. I ask the yeas and nays 


upon the motion to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and there were— 
yeas 90, nays 84; as follows: 

Y EAS—Meessrs. Abercrombie, Allison, Barrere, Beale, 
Bell, Bennett, Bibighaus, Bowne, John H. Boyd, Burrows, 
Busby, E,. Carrington Cabell, Joseph Cable, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Cartter, Chapman, Churchwell, Clemens, Cleve- 
land, Clingman, Cobb, Daniel, John G. Davis, Dean, Dim- 
mick, Dockery, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Eastman, Ed- 
mundson, Ewing, Ficklin, Freeman, Henry M. Fuller, 
Giddings, Grey, Grow, Isham G. Harris, Hascall, Haven, 
Hebard, Thomas M. Howe, ‘Thomas Y. How, Ives, Jen- 
kins, Andrew Johnson, James Johnson, John Johnson, 
Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Preston Ring, Letcher, | 
Little, Mace, Mann, Martin, McCorkle, McLanahan, Mc- 


I cannot do it. 
I will renew the motion. 
I cannot withdraw it. I 


Newton, Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, 
Penniman, Perkins, Reed, 
Schoonmaker, Scurry, Origen 8S. Seymour, Alexander H. 
Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Stone, Stratton, Toombs, 
Townshend, Venable, Walbridge, Washburn, Wells, Wil- 
drick, and Woodward—90. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, John Appleton, William Apple- 
ton, Ashe, Babcock, Bowie, Bragg, Breckinridge, Brenton, 
Briggs, Brooks, Thompson Campbell, Caskie, Chandler, 





Fuller, Gamble, Gaylord, Gilmore, Goodenow, Goodrich, 
Gorman, Green, Hall, Hammond, Sampson W. Harris, 
Hart, Haws, Hendricks, Holladay, Horsford, Houston, 
Howard, Jackson, Robert W. Johnson, J. Glancy Jones, 
George G. King, Kubns, Kurtz, Landry, Lockhart, Mar- 
shall, Mason, MeDonald, Meade, Millson, Henry D. Moore, 
Morrison, Orr, Peaslee, Penn, Polk, Preston, Price, Riddle, 


Sutherland, Sweetser, Taylor, Thurston, Walsh, Ward, | 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. When this report of the 
Committee of Conference was received, the Speak- 
er assumed the chair informally. {1 suppose as at 
matter of course, that the chairman of the com- 
mittee will now again take the chair. 

Mr. HALL. Is it not in order to move to in- 
sist upon the House amendments, and to ask for | 
a second committee of conference? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is. 

Mr. HALL. Then I make that motion. 

Mr. PHELPS. I insist, as the Speaker as- | 
sumed the chair informally, that the chairman of | 
the committee now resume it. 

The chairman of the committee (Mr. Orr) ac- | 








I wish to | 

know one thing; has the Democratic party struck | 
| 

} 

} 

} 

{| 
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I ask the unanimous consent 


Mr. PHELPS. 


| of the committee that aa lay aside, informally, 
l 


the Navy appropriation bi 
steamer appropriation bill. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I object. 

Mr. PHELPS. Very well. Go on with the one 
under consideration. 

Mr. HALL. I move that the committee rise, 
with a view of submitting a motion asking for 
another committee of conference upon the civil 
and diplomatic bill. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman of thecom- 
mittee (Mr. Orr) reported that the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union had, accord- 


, and take up the mail- 


| ing to order, had the state of the Union generally 


under consideration, and particularly House bill 
making appropriations for the service of the Nava} 


| Department for the year ending June 30, 1854, 


and had come to no resolution thereon. 


THE SEVENTEENTH JOINT RULE. 
[A message was here received from the Senate 


by the hands of Assury Dicks, its Secretary, 


informing the House that the Senate had adopted 
a resolution suspending the 17th joint rule of the 
two Houses for the remainder of the present ses- 
sion, and in which he was directed to ask the con- 
currence of the House.} 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
House take up the Senate resolution, and concur 
in it. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The resolution was then passed. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. HALL. 1 move that the House ask a 
second committee of conference upon the disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses upon the civil and 
diplomatic bill, and upon that move the previous 

uestion. 

Mr. POLK. Is that motion debatable? 

The SPEAKER. It is not; the previous ques- 
tion has been demanded. 

Mr. POLK. I consider it unnecessary to have 
another committee. Let those gentlemen who 
defeated this measure take the responsibility. 

[Cries of ‘* Order !’’ * Order !’’} 

The House was then divided on the call for the 
previous question; and the Chair announced 79 


| in the affirmative; when 


Mr. YATES demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Mason and Jackson ap- 


| pointed. 1 haat 
The House was again divided, and the tellers . 


reported—ayes 97, noes not counted. 
So the previous question received a second; and 


| the main question was ordered to be put. 
Ross, Sackett, Schoolcraft, || 


The question was then taken, and the resolu- 
tion of Mr. Ha t was adopted, and Messrs. Hatt, 
Fircn, and Evans, were appointed the conferees 
on the part of the House. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 

reed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Orr in the chair.) 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The CHAIRMAN. When the committee rose, 
the amendment of the gentleman from Missouri 
(Mr. Puexprs] to reduce the appropriation for the 


Cape Fear river two dollars was under consider- 


| House and of this Union. 


ation, and the gentleman from North Carolina 
was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. OUTLAW. I have but little hope of com- 
manding the patience of the committee for even 
the five minutes to which I am entitled under the 
rules. The Legislature of my State have requested 
its representatives on this floorm—and my own 
judgment concurs in that request—to exert their 
influence to procure ee for this object. 
Now, sir, although I have no constitutional scru- 
ples in regard to the powers and duties of this 
Government to improve rivers and harbors, yet I 
will not present this particular appropriation on 
any ground of that sort. Itdoes not stand onany 
such ground. It appeals to the justice of the 
By your act obstruc- 
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tions have been placed in the navigation of that 
river. In order to protect the public property of 
the United States, this obstruction to the com- 
merce of that river has occurred; and, sir, if Con- 
gress deemed it right and proper to make an ap- 
propriation to remove an obstruction caused by 
the burning of one of your sloops-of-war in the 
harbor of Gibraltar, is it not equally just and 
equally consistent with propriety that you should 
make an appropriation in this case? 

It may be, and very probably is the fact, that 
this amendment would have been more proper in 
some other bill; but this House ought to recollect 
that the Senate is one of the coérdinate depart- 
ments of the Government. It is further to be 
recollected, that according to the report of the sur- 
vey which was ordered to be made of that river, 
prompt and speedy action is absolutely necessary ; 
for, sir, within the last twelve months, the depth 
of the water in the channel of that river has de- 


creased nine inches in consequence of the obstruc- | 
tions you have placed there; and if you delay for | 


another year, the commerce of that river will be 


so impeded that the prosperity of that whole sec- | 


tion of country will be materially impaired. As 
was remarked by my colleague, we ask but little 
from this Government. We ask nothing on this 
oceasion by way of bounty; we only ask justice. 
Weask that that which you have placed there your- 
self, and by which we have cutive injury, shall 
be removed. 
with regard to the appropriation for the Savannah 
river. These two cases stand on their own pecu- 
liar merits. With these remarks I will detain the 
committee no further. 

The question was taken on Mr. Puetps’s amend- 
ment, and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. I demand tellers on the amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

Mr. FREEMAN. I move to amend by insert- 
ing Yazoo after Cape Fear river. 

Mr. DEAN. Thatamendment is not in order. 
There is no law authorizing an appropriation for 
the Yazoo river. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that the 
amendment is hardly in order. 

Mr. PHELPS. I withdraw my demand for 
tellers. 

The question was put, and there were, on a 
division—ayes 35. 

Mr. ASHE. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Mason and 
Brooks were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment of the Senate was non-concurred in; the 
tellers having reported—ayes 43, noes not counted. 


The thirty-seventh amendment of the Senate: 
** Tnsert as follows : 


«* To provide for the removal of the obstructions in the | 


river Savannah, in the State of Georgia, and for the im- 
provement of the same, $50,000.”’ 

Mr. JACKSON. I move to increase the ap- 
propriation five dollars. It may be supposed, Mr. 
Chairman, hopeless in me, after the defeat of the 
Cape Fear river appropriation, to prove that it is 
pee this amendment ought to be adopted; but 
1opeless as it seems to be, feeling that it is based 
upon the foundation of the inalienable and determ- 
ined principles of justice and the Constitution of 
my country, I deem it to he my duty to come be- 
fore this Hvees and ask its adoption. That 
amendment appeals to us by all the recollections 
of the American Revolution. There is not a man 
here who feels as a patriot, whether he votes for 
or against the cunialasem, who will not say that 
that this is a case calling strongly on the justice 
of this Government. 

The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Puevps] 
said that this was a bill of internal improvements. 
I take issue with him. I contend, I repeat, that 


And I will make the same remark | 


! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 











this proposition of amendment coming from the | 


Senate is founded on the principl:s of justice. I 
would ask gentlemen on both sides, whether, if the 
Government placed obstructions in the Potomac 
river so as to prevent vessels coming either to 
Georgetown, Alexandria, or Washington, it would 
not be bound, on principles of justice from which it 
could not relieve itself, toremove them? There is 
not a man here who will deny the correctness of the 
proposition. But, sir, the amendment is also 
sustained by the Constitution. It declares that 
the engagements made under the old Confederation 
shall be as valid and as binding under it as they 
were under that Confederation. These wrecks 


| 


, occasions. 


were placed in the Savannah river on three different 
They were placed there in January, 
1776, before the Declaration of Independence, | 
admit, but after Georgia had espoused the cause 
of the Northern Colonies. They had called on 


| Georgia to take part with them, and she had 


responded. She had nothing to sacrifice by fol- 
lowing the King of Great Britain, but she had 
everything to peril by taking the cause of liberty. 
After we had imprisoned our royal Governor, and 
created a government of our own to resist British 
vessels, there were sunk at the mouth of the Se- 
vannah river one or more ships. Again: after the 
adoption of the Articles of Confederation, and when 
Georgia had declared herself independent, with the 
other States of this Union, there was by com- 
mand of the Major General of the United States 
Arm 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. I have re- 
frained from a discussion of these two amend- 
ments for the purpose of hearing from other gen- 
tlemen on this floor their views in reference to 
them. We hear it said on one side that these two 
cases ought to be made exceptions to the general 
state of things at this session, in regard to the im- 
provement of our rivers and harbors, for the rea- 
son that the Government in the one case placed a 
fort at the mouth of the Cape Fear river, which 
has occasioned the obstructions complained of; 
and in the other, now before the committee, that 





during the revolutionary war, for the purpose of 


protecting the city of Savannah, ships were sunk 
at the mouth of the river, which have impeded its 
navigation. I concede these facts. I concede all 
that has been said in reference to the merits of 
these two propositions; but I say, sir, by no means 
ought they to be ingrafted on a general appropri- 
ation bill for the support of your Navy. ‘There 
are meritorious cases which have not been sub- 
mitted to Congress, and for the reason that we 
were told by the Departments, when they pre- 
sented their estimates at the commencement of 
this session, there would be $1,000,000 remaining 
in your Treasury after the expiration of the fiscal 


| year ending the 30th of June, to be applied to 


| aware. 


these works during the next fiscal year. The 
General Government may have occasioned these 
obstructions, Mr. Chairman; but what else is 
there to be considered? Did it not receive from 
the States the grant of the right to collect revenue 
from every part of the Union ?—and is it not just 
as right and proper that it should vote the appro- 
priations to the lake harbors, the great rivers of 
the West, and the Atlantic sea-board, which are 
needed ? 

I can see no distinction in these cases. 
cede that they are meritorious; but so are others, 
and I hope the House will not make any distine- 


tion which will go to the prejudice of those others. 


Let them all be considered at a proper time. Let 
them all come up at the next session of Congress, 
when you can go over the whole ground, and take 
up all of the wants of the national commerce, and 
make such an appropriation as you ought to make 
on the broad basis of nationality. I am in favor 
of such improvements, as the House is already 
At the last session of Congress I recom- 
mended, as chairman of the Committee on Com- 
merce, a large appropriation of $40,000 for the 
purpose of commencing this work, and there is no 
reason that you should now add another appro- 
priation of $50,000, unless you go over the hele 
ground, and do justice to the whole country. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I moveto increase the amount 
$50,000. It is very gratifying to me to find gen- 
tlemen upon both sides of the House advocating 
the doctrine of internal improvements indirectly. 
Every argument submitted by my honorable friend 
from New York in favor of appropriations to re- 
move obstructions from the Savannah river, would 
apply with equal force to appropriations for other 
rivers. I will not act upon the unwise policy of 
refusing any appropriation—however just the ap- 
propriation may be—because I cannot get all | 
want. I will vote for the appropriation to remove 


| obstructions from the mouth of the Savannah river, 
| for the reasons so eloquently urged by the gentle- 


man from Georgia, and for the further reasons 
presented to us by the gentleman from New York, 
who has just taken his seat. There should be no 


I con- | 
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difficulty about this matter. It is not an objection 
to me that it comes to us at this late period ina 
naval appropriation bill, and I regret very much 
to hear my friend from Missouri, [Mr. Puewrs,] 
a gentleman who has distinguished himself in this 
House by his intelligence and stategmanlike views 
upen most occasions, absolutely endeavoring to 
prejudice this committee in advance against one 
of the most important amendments which the Sen- 
ate have presented to us at this session, relating 
to the reform and reéstablishment of the Navy. ! 
understood my honerable friend from Missouri te 
allude to it as one of the abominations which the 
Senate had thrown upon this House at the last 
moment. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
this bill. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I rejoice to have an opportu- 
nity of voting upon all these appropriations, i 
will vote with the gentleman from Georgia to 
remove obstructions from the mouth of the Sa- 
vannah river, for the reasons so eloquently and 
appropriately given by the gentlemen who have 
spoken upon this subject. I will support that 
other amendment alluded to by my friend from 
Missouri, when it shall be presented, for a reform 
and reéstablishment of the Navy of the United 
States. We havea perfect right to do it in this 
naval appropriation bill, and it can be done here 
to-night. Every man in this committee is pre- 
pared to vote upon it, who has looked into the 
subject. It does not require five minutes’ consid- 
eration; and every man can soon make up his 
mind. I hope, when we come to that amendment, 
that the debate will cease, and that we shall do 
the business of the country as men ought to do, 
and not sit here acting like children, when we are 
legislating for a great national purpose. We have 
had too much of this kind of legislation. Gen- 
tlemen upon this floor ought to be prepared to act 
upon every question brought up here, and espe- 
cially upon the measure to which | have referred, 
for a reform in the Navy. I do not believe that 
there is a gentleman within the sound of my voice 
who is not prepared to give a decisive vote upon 
this question. 

Mr. GORMAN. I do not rise at this hour, on 
the last day of the session, to make a speech. I 
shall ask for a vote, but before I do that I move 
that the committee rise, for the purpose of closing 
debate upon this question, if this thing is to go on 
in this way. 

The question was taken, and it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

Thecommittee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 


I said it had no place here in 


. ‘ a . 
having resumed the chair, the chairman of the 


committee reported that the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union had had under 
consideration the Union generally, and particularly 
the Senate amendments to the naval appropriation 
bill, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. GORMAN. I move the usual resolution 
to stop general debate upon all these items. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If it is in order, 
I move to suspend the rules authorizing five-1in- 
utes debate upon this bill. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Goxman’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that the rules of the 
House be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

~The House accordingly again resolved itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and resumed the consideration of the 
amendments to the naval appropriation bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. Tarvzor.} 

Mr. TAYLOR. I withdraw the amendment. 

The question then being upon the amendment of 
the Senate, 

Mr. JACKSON demanded tellers; which were 
not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the Senate 
amendment was not agreed to. 

The thirty-eighth amendment of the Senate: 

** Insert as follows: 

“ For the purpose of paying the lien existing on the lands 
recently purchased as an addition to the navy-yard at Brook - 
lyn, $12,247 05, to be paid by the Secretary of the Navy, if 
apon examination he shall find the same to be due as a lien 
on the purchase of the said land. And the Secretary of the 
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Navy is hereby empowered and directed to sell and convey 


to any purchaser all that part of the navy-yard lands at 
Brooklyn, between the west side of Vanderbilt avenue and 
the hospital grounds, containing about twenty six and a 
half acres, inctnding Vanderbilt and Clinton avenues : Pro 
vided, That said lands shall not be sold at a less price than 
they coat the Government, including interest, with all as 
senaments and charges: nad provided further, That prior 
to the «ale of said lauds, exclusive juri-diction shall be ceded 
to the United States of all the remaining lands connected 
with said navy yard beloaging to the United States. ”? 

Mr. VENABLE. I move to strike out the first 
line of that amendment. I desire to call the atten- 
tion of the committee to the history of this trans- 
action. In 1843 the United States voted appro- 
ae for the marine hospital and navy-yard at 

srooklyn. It was urged upon them to buy the 
land between the navy-yard and the marine hos- 
pital. This land was purchased by the Secretar 
of the Navy from the company at $285,000. The 
city of Brooklyn said that they never had ceded 
jurisdiction over it, and they ran streets clear 
through it. 


They proposed to tax the United | 


States $10,000 a year for this property, and now | 
we are asked to sell that property after having | 


bought it. It was urged again and again that it 
was necessary to connect the navy-yard with the 
marine hospital. That amendment provides that 
this property shall be set up for sale, and the only 
limitation is that we are to take the sum of money 
which we gave for it in 1848. 

In 1848 it was urged, as | before said, as indis- 
pensable that we should buy it out to secure the 
right of way between the marine hospital and the 
navy-yard. Under the representations then made, 
it was purchased by the then Secretary of the 


Navy, Mr. Mason; but the city of Brooklyn did | 


not surrender her jurisdiction over it, and subse- | 


quently run two streets through it. They also 
claimed the right to tax the property of the United 
States; and they now come back, when the prop- 
erty is made more valuable by the town being 
built up around it, and ask that we shall sell it for 
the money which we gave for it, without any ad- 
vance upon it, It is to be sold by the Secretary 
of the Navy. There was never a more monstrous 
proposition presented to us. The Government is 
rressed and urged to buy the land in 1848. We 
os it at $285,000, and we are now urged to sell 
it, just ata time, however, when, in the apprecia- 
tion of the value of property by building up the 
city and forcing their streets through it, they make 
their property more valuable. We are to content 
ourselves with the $285,000—the money which 
we gave for it in 18348—and that, too, in a most 
summary way—much more summary than a gen- 
tleman would put up bonds at sale. 
unless we can get rid of these amendments of the 
Senate, which have jobs written upon their face, 
we had as well cease to doanything towards just, 
proper, and liberal legislation. 1 am opposed to 
the whole amendment. [| am opposed to this 
whole matter. It is to make money out of the 
Government. It is to make us purchase property 
at a high price when it is valueless, and then, 
when it has increased in value, to let it go back 
into the hands of speculators, who are to make a 
profit out of it again at the price we gave for it. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. The argu- 
ment of the gentleman from North Carolina is 
nothing new. Elis representations are as far from 
the mark as they are far from being novel. It is 


I repeat, that | 


true that the Government was urged, in 1848, to | 
purchase this property, and did purchase it. If, at | 


that ume, ithad been known that the city of New 


York had refused to surrender jurisdiction to the || 


property, it would not have been purchased, and 
it oughtnotto have been purchased; but it was pur- 
chased. The gentleman says that the proposition 
isto take what we gave in 1848, and nothing more. 
cis provided in that amendment, if | understand it, 


that the property shall not be sold for less than the | 


sum paid for it, with interest. If the gentleman is so 
particularly anxious about it, he can purchase this 
property for speculation, or anybody else. This 
thing is not hid under a bushel. It is known to 
the whole country. If the gentleman is desirous 
of saving money to the Government of the Uni- 
ted States, | will inform him that the Government 
has more than two hundred acres of land there, 
and | would ask him to explain to this House 
what the Government wants withit. A large por- 
tion of the land, perhaps as much as one hundred 
acres, is a mud flat, to be filled up perhaps at a 


cost of $200,000 and more; perhaps at an expense || But after the Government had bought the prop- || 


of a million of dollars. 


| honest about it. 


| it shall be advertised. 


Mr. VENABLE. What did they buy it for? 

Mr. BOWNE., I cannot say what they bought 
it for, but it is useless to the Government. If the 
gentleman thinks there is any job or speculation 
about it, I will tell him that he can buy it, or any- 
body else can buy it. IL suppose the gentleman 
sees something dishonest in this matter, 

Mr. VENABLE. Not at all. 

Mr. BOWNE. The gentleman disclaims it. 
Weil, | can only say that there is nothing dis- 
It is all public and open and 
fair. He or anybody else can bid 

Mr. VENABLE. Then advertise it. 

Mr. BOWNE. You can put in a provision that 
If the gentleman is really 
an economist, and not a mere agitator—nota mere 
pretended economist—let him understand that by 
this proposition we shall save at least $250,000, 





| the sum paid for it, all the money that would be 
| necessary to fill up the land and make it solid 





| of Brooklyn has run two streets 


ground, and putimprovements upen it. 

Mr. VENABLE. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. BOWNE. I move to reduce the price one 
dollar. 

Mr. Chairman, when we had this matter under 
consideration, a few days ago, I stated, as | 
thought, the whole grounds for this provision; but 
from private conversation with members of the 
House since, I find that | was not understood, and 


i therefore wish to make a plain and distinct state- | 


ment. I tell the House that there is no job about 
this matter—no rascality. I think my counte- 
nance is a guarantee for that, if for nothing else. 
It is a plain and simple proposition. 

In 1848, the Government of the United States 
bought of certain parties—and bought very im- 
properly—eighty-odd acres of ground lying be- 


tween the navy-yard proper and the hospital | 


grounds in Brooklyn. They bought it with a 
view to make a connection between the navy-yard 
proper and the hospital grounds. But they did 
not get a good title to the property. The city of 
Brooklyn retained jurisdiction over the ground, and 
they, by that right which they retained, and which 
they will retain until anarchy takes the place of 
law, laid out two streets through the only part of 
the ground by which they could reach the water, 
thus subverting the object of the Government in 
buying the land and preventing any connection 
between the navy-yard proper and the hospital 
grounds. But the object of the city of Brooklyn 
is also defeated, for we cannot get atthe water by 
one of the streets when a vessel is lying at the foot 
of it. Now, 1 desire to accommodate both the 
Government and the city of Brooklyn. This 


amendment provides that the sale shall not be | 


made until the city of Brooklyn surrenders the 


jurisdiction over the property, and it provides, also, 


that the Government shall get back every dollar it 
paid for this land, with interest. The Govern- 


ment bought eighty-two acres; we ask that twen- | 


ty-two and a half acres shall be sold, which have 


been cut into three parts by the streets running | 


| through them. 


Now, the proposition stands thus: the Govern- 
ment bought the piece of property for a certain 
purpose, and that purpose has been defeated. The 


property, therefore, is valueless to the Govern- 


ment, and the Government asks to be relieved of 
that portion of it which is of no value to them, 
and that the city of Brooklyn shall have the ad- 
vantage of it. That is the precise position of 
things. Thereis no job about the matter—no ras- 
cality connected with it in any shape or form. 
The ground is of no value to the Government. 

Mr. FICKLIN. Why is it that the whole of 
the ground is not to be sold? 

Mr. BOWNE. For the reason that the city 





[Here the hammer fell. } 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think this 
piece of ground in Brooklyn was bought when 


the Government did not need it, perhaps because | 


some gentlemen owned it who wished to make, 


and who did make a speculation by selling it to | 


the Government. The Government was wrong 


in buying the piece of ground and paying for it, | 


before a law was passed by the Legislature of 
New York ceding the jurisdiction over the pur- 
chase to the United States. The Government 
bought it from these parties—Griffin and Wright, 


| 1 believe—supposing that it was all their property. | 


] 
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authorities of the city of Brooklyn said that jt 
was a part of that city, and that streets ran through 
the ground, and they cut it up and made it value. 
less to the Government as an appendage to the 
navy-yard, which it was intended to benefit. [; 
becomes necessary for the Government, therefore 
to make the best of a bad bargain, and sell the 
property. My own opinion is, that it should be 
sold, but that it would be the duty of the Govern. 
ment first to go back upon those from whom they 
made the purchase, and sue them for the damages 
sustained by the Government in consequence of 
streets running through the property. 

Mr. BOWNE. I merely wish to say to the 
gentleman from Tennessee that, unfortunately for 
the Government, the parties from whom they 
bought the property are.men of straw. 

Mr. JONES. Perhaps the man who made the 
deed, and through whom the purchase was made, 
was a man of straw; but those who received the 
money and benefited by it were not. 

Mr. BOWNE. We cannot reach them. [ 
want to say one thing more 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Tennessee has yielded the floor, and further de- 
bate is not in order. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. If we are to pass 
the bills that are demanded by the public necessi- 
ties, we must debate less. I move that the com- 
mittee rise in order to stop the five-minutes debate 
upon this item. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, the chairman 
(Mr. Orr) reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union had had under 
consideration the Union generally, and particu- 
larly the amendments of the Senate to the naval 


appropriation bill, and had come to no reselution 
thereon. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I move the 
usual resolution to close the five-minutes debate 
on the particular amendment of the Senate to the 
naval appropriation bill now pending in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The resolution was adopted. 


Mr. HARRIS. I now move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended and the House re- 
solved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Orr in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the amendments of 
the Senate to the naval appropriation bill. 

Mr. BOWNE. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I move to 
amend the Senate amendment by adding thereto 
the following: 

Provided, That the sale be made at public auction, after 


thirty days’ notice in at least three daily newspapers in the 
cities of New York and Brooklyn. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. BOWNE. [ desire to offer an amendment 


if I can have the unanimous consent of the com- 





| mittee to explain for one minute by the clock. 


[Cries of ** No!’ ** No!” and ** Object! ’’} 
The question recurred on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of the Senate as amended, it was put, and 


the amendment was agreed to. 


\| erty, paid the money, and taken a deed for it, the || 


Thirty-ninth amendment of the Senate: 


* Insert as follows: 

“ That the sum of $1,164 10, being part of the appropria- 
tion made for the service of continuing the survey of the 
coast of the Gulf of Mexico, from Appalachicola bay to the 
Mississippi river, by the act of March 3, 1841, and which 
has been carried to the credit of the surplus fund, be and is 
hereby reappropriated to pay for the services of the officer 
or officers employed in that survey.”’ 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was non-concurred in by the committee. 


Fortieth amendment of the Senate: 

** Tnsert as follows : 

‘Sec. —. And beit further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Navy is authorized to purchase the site and buildings 
examined and reported upon by Captains Tatnall and Rous- 
seau, and Lieutenant Farrand, of the United States Navy, 
September 24, 1852, for the establishment of naval work- 
shops and naval depot near the city of New Orleans: 
Provided, He shall consider that New Orleans is a proper 
point for the establishment of a naval depot and naval work- 
shops, and that the cost thereof shall not exceed $375,000. ”’ 


Mr. GOODENOW. I move to strike out all 
of the appropriation except one dollar. 
Mr. ¢ airman, I understand this amendment 
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arovides for the establishment of a naval depot at 
New Orleans. Now, I submit to this committee 
‘hat in the present condition of our naval affairs, 
an additional naval depdét is not necessary. The 
House has deliberately determined not to appro- 
priate any more money for the increase of our 
naval force, and I submit that at this stage of our 
ero -eedings, it is unnecessary, and in my judg- 
ment, itis unwise, to make an appropriation of 
6375,000 for the purpose of establishing a naval 
depot at New Orleans, which will certainly result 
in our establishing a navy-yard at the same point. 
W ith our present naval establishment, we need no 
more navy-yards and no more naval depdts. I 
hope the amendment of the Senate will not be 


1 
agreed to. 


Mr. VENABLE. How did this $375,000 come | 


in this bill? 

Mr. LANDRY. Mr. Chairman, I hope the 
amendment of the Senate will not be stricken out. 
] do not think there is a member upon this floor 
who is not well aware that both a navy-yard and 
a naval depot are almost indispensable at or near 
the city of New Orleans. Its immediate connection 
with the Gulf of Mexico renders it very important 
that a naval depot should exist there in case of an 
emergency. 

The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Ven- 
aBLe| wanted to know how this $375,000 gotinto 
this bill. I will tell the gentleman. The Senate 
inserted it as an amendment to the bill. They did 
it with the estimates before their eyes. They in- 
cluded it there wiselv, in my judgment. At the 
last session of Congress the Senate passed a reso- 
lution requesting the Secretary of the Navy to send 
a board of naval officers to examine and select a 
site at or near the city of New Orleans for the es- 
tablishment ofa naval depdét. In compliance with 
that resolutton, a board of naval officers visited 


New Orleans, and after examining all the sites | 


which were proposed, they agreed to report one 


upon which a building wasalready erected, which, | 


after some necessary repairs, would answer the 
purposes of the Government. ‘They have made 
a report, in which they state the result of their 
investigation, and represent that $375,000 is a 
fair price for the property they recommend the 
Government to purchase. They report that the 
building and grounds are altogether adequate to 
the wants of the Government;and the question now 
before this committee is, whether it is necessary 
for this Government to have a naval depot at that 
point or not?) My own opinion is, that if you do 
not purchase this site now and establish the depdot, 
you will have to do it sooner or later, and it will 
cost the Government more mony than we now 
propose to pay for it. 


Mr. FREEMAN. I desire to ask.the gentle- 


man from Louisiana if it is not intended ultimately | 


to remove the navy-yard and depot from Memphis 
to New Orleans? 


Mr.LANDRY. There is no such purpose that | 


I am aware of. 

Mr. FREEMAN. 
the amendment of the Senate, I think it ought to 
be removed to New Orleans. 

Mr. GOODENOW. | will withdraw my amend- 
ment if no one objects. 

There was no objection, and the amendment 
was withdrawn. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 


crease the appropriation $5,000. 


I move to in- 


Though [ am opposed to | 


Now, sir, strange as it may seem, I intend to | 


advocate the adoption of this amendment of the 
Senate. 2 
had the honor to be a member upon this floor, a 
navy-yard was located at Memphis, and it has 


given me more trouble in my district than any- | 


thing I have had to encounter. 
spent a 
of that yar 


You have already 
a million dollars in the construction 
, and I think it has been well spent, if 


the Government will go on and carry out its ori- | 


ginal purpose faithfully. But Congress in its wis- 
dom Sa refused to appropriate inconsiderable 
sums which have been asked for the last three or 
four years, for the purpose of doing what no per- 
son would negleet to do—of filling up unsightly 
holes which tend to destroy the foundations of 
the building as well as the health of the people re- 
siding in the yard. 

A Memper. Is the navy-yard at Memphis 
finished ? 


Mr. STANTON. 


It was nearly finished, but 


Congress have refused to surround it with a proper || tion pending being upon the adoption of the amend- |) 





Some eight or nine years ago, before I | 
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brick wall, and it now remains inclosed with a 
cypress-board fence. 

Mr. FREEMAN. I call the gentleman to 
order. The question before the committee is a 
proposition to establish a naval depét at New Or- 
leans, and the gentleman is discussing the navy- 
yard at Memphis. 

Mr. STANTON. Iam discussing the propri- 
ety of a naval depotin the Mississippt valley. 

Mr. FREEMAN. That question is not before 
the committee at all. I call the gentleman to order. 
The question under consideration is upon estab- 
lishing a naval depét at New Orleans. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee must confine his remarks to the explana- 
tion of his amendment. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, sir, New Orleans is 
in the Mississippi valley, | believe, but Mem- 
phis is ina more healthy location. The climate 
is more healthy than at New Orleans; navigation 
is uninterrupted; and | think it a better location 
for a naval depét; but if you do not put it there, 
1 am in favor of putting it at New Orleans. 

Mr. FREEMAN. ‘The gentleman says navi- 
gation is uninterrupted to Memphis. If ask him 
if the water is not sometimes reduced to four and 
a half feet upon a bar between Vicksburg and that 
city? 

Mr. STANTON. 
than that. 

Mr. FREEMAN. Well, sir, the gentleman 
will find that what | have said is correct. There 
is a bar there upon which the water 1s not more 
than four and a half feet deep. 

Mr. STANTON. I think the gentleman is 
mistaken. 

Mr. DEAN. Icall the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee and the gentleman from Mississippi to 
order. 

Mr. STANTON. Wedo not contend that the 
water in the Mississippi river is sufficient to ad- 
mit vessels of a very great draughtof water except 
during the spring floods. During eight or nine 
months in the year, they cannot get over the 
bar at the mouth of the river, and consequently 
cannot come up to New Orleans, so that Mem- 
phis is nearly as well off as New Orleans for 
that matter. But | say the Mississippi: valley 
is entitled to a naval depot somewhere. Her re- 
sources entitle her to it, and if we cannot get it at 
Memphis I will go for putting it at New Orleans, 
and if you cannot get it at either of these places ! 
will go for putting it at Vicksburg, or any other 

lace in the Mississippi valley which may be se- 
ected. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. I would sug- 
gest to the gentleman that the mouth of the Ya- 
zoo river would be a very good location. 

Mr. STANTON. Very well; I will go for 
putting it there if that is the place selected by the 
Government. 

[Here the hammer fell.} 

Mr. BROWN. I movethat the committee rise 
for the purpose of terminating the five-minutes 
debate upon this amendment. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

‘Phecommittee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman of the com- 
mittee (Mr. Orr) reported that the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union had, accord- 
ing to order, had the Union generally under con- 
sideration, and particularly the bill of the House 
entitled ‘* An act making appropriations for the 
naval service during the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1854,’’ with the amendment of the Senate 
thereto, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. I move to sus- 
pend the rule allowing five-minutes debate in the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
upon the section of the naval appropriation bill 
last under consideration in committee. 

The question was taken, and (two thirds having 
voted in the affirmative) the rule was suspended. 

Mr. BROWN. I now move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The question was put, and the motion agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Ore in the chair,) and resumed the consid- 
eration of the naval appropriation bill, the ques- 


Oh, it is a good deal more 
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ment of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Stawn- 
Ton] to the Senate amendment. 

Mr. STANTON. With the consent of the 
committee, | will withdraw my amendment. 

There was no objection, and the amendment 
was withdrawn. ; 

The question then recurred upon concurring in 
the amendment of the Senate; and being taken, 
the amendment was non-concurred in—ayes 16, 
noes not counted. 

Forty-first amendment of the Senate: 


“Sec. — 


Ind he it further enacted, That the proper ac 
counting officers ot the Treasury be, and they are hereby, 
directed to credit the medical officers of the Navy, who, by 
order of the Department, served with a detachment of ma 
rines in Mexico during the late war with that Republic, in 
addition to the pay to which they are entitled as medical 
officers of the Navy, respectively, the same allowance for 
rations and forage, in proportion to the time they so served, 
as are allowed to officers of the Army of similar standing.’’ 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was non-concurred in by the committee. 

Forty-second amendment of the Senate: 

[This amendment embraced the provisions of 
Senate bill No. 574, for the reorganization of the 
Navy of the United States 

Mr. PHELPS. This is the bill for the reorgan- 
ization of the Navy. It was under consideration 
for a long time in the Senate, and I presume we 
all understand it. 

Mr. DEAN. I move that the committee rise 
for the purpose of stopping this five-minutes de- 
bate. 

Mr. FITCH. I hope not; I hope this amend- 
ment will be discussed. 

The question was put, and Mr. Dean’s motion 
was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman (Mr.Orr) 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had, according to order, had the 
state of the Union generally under consideration, 
and particularly the bill of the House making ap- 
propriations for the services of the naval Depart 
ment for the year ending June 30, 1854, and had 
come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. DEAN. I move the usual resolution to 
close the five-minutes debategupon the pending 
amendment to the bill. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and resumed the consideration of the Senate amend- 
ments for the reorganization of the Navy. 

Mr. BROWN. As the amendment under con- 
sideration is a very long one, and has been read 
by every member of the committee, I trust that 
the vote will be taken upon it without reading it, 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I offer a sub- 
stitute for that Senate amendment, which I send 
to the Clerk’s table: 

The amendment was as follows: 

Be it further enacted, That the commission and warrant 
of every officer in the Navy are hereby vacated and an- 
nulled: Provided, That officers now duty shall hold 
their commissions or warrants antil relieved, or until re- 
appointed under the provisions of this law. 

Sec. 2. Beit further enacted, That the commissioned 
Officers of t!.e Navy,to be appointed by and with the advice 
and consent ot the Senate, shall hereafter consist of the 
following grades and numbers, to wit: twenty commodores, 
fifty captains, sixty commanders, thirty heutenant com 
manders, two hundred and fifivy lieutenants, two hundred 
and fifty midshipmen, sixty nine thirty four 
passed assistant surgeons, forty five’ assi-tant surgeons, six 
ty-four pursers, twenty assistant pursers 
neer, twenty engineers, twenty five first assistant engineers, 
thirty second assistant engineers, thirty five third as-istant 
engineers. The warrant officers, to be appointed as hereto 
fore, shall be as follows, to wit: sixty boatswains. forty five 
gurimers, forty five carpenters, thirty eight sail makers. 

Siec. 3. Be it further enacted, That the President shall 
cause to be communicated to Congress at the commence 
ment of its next session,a plan for the relief of meritorious 
officers who may be dropped from the Navy list by virtue 
of this law; and all such officers shall receive their present 
pay until the end of the next session of Congress, 
other provision shall be made prior to that tims 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That the number of cadets 
to be educated at the Naval Academy shall not at any | 
hereafter exceed two hundred and filty—one to be 
ed from each Congressional district in Use 
and the rest at large by the President; 
as may be necessary to fill the 


on 


surgeons, 


one chief engi 


if no 


me 
appoint 
United States, 
and only so many 
vacancies occurting in the 
rank of midshipman shail be selected at the annual examin- 
ations, to be retained in the public service. 
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Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the pay of commo- 
dores, when on duty, shall be $4,000 per annum; when 
not on duty, #3,000. The pay of lieutenant commanders, 
on duty, shal be 21,800; not on duty, $1,500. The pay of 
assistant pursers on duty, $1,000; noton duty, 3700. ‘The 
pay of all other officers shall be as now provided by law. 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That, in addition to the 
naval bureaus now established by law, there shall be one 
called the Bureau of Service, to which shall be assigned the 
charge of such matters as pertain to the officera and men of 
the Navy ; and there shall be appointed under the authority 
of this bureau, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, a judge advocate, who shall be learned in the law, 
and shall receive a salary of 3,000 per annum; and there 
shall also be appointed one chiefclerk, at a salary of 31.600 ; 
one assistant clerk, at a salary of 1,400, and oue at a sal- 
ary of @1,200. 

see. 7. Beit further enacted, That the chiefs of bureaus 
inthe Navy Department may be appointed from any grade 
of officers tu the service, except the Bureau of Construction; 
which stiall be filled by a competent naval constructor; 
and the salary of the chiefs of bureaus shall be $3,500. 

suc. &. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the President hereafter to dismiss from the Navy, or 
place on furlough, in bis discretion, every officer who may 
become incompetent or unworthy from auy cause other 
than wounds or infirmities incurred in the service; and all 
promotions shall be made according to merit, taking into 
eonsideration length of service as well as ability and char 
acter. 

seo. 9. Be it further enacted, That surgeons and pursers 
of the Navy of less than twelve years’ standing shall rank 
as lieutenants, and that surgeons and pursers of more than 
twelve years’ standing shall rank as commanders ; passed 
assistant surgeons shall rank next after lieutenants; assist- 
ant surgeons shall rank as masters, in every case according 
to date of commission or warrant: Provided, That com- 
manding Officers shall take precedence over all medical 
officers and pursers under their immediate command; and 

that medical officers and pursers shall be entided to no 
military command in virtue of the above rank. 


Mr. FULLER, of Maine. If the substitute is 
not adopted, will it be in order to offer an amend- 
mente: 

The CHAIRMAN. It will. 

The question was then taken on the substitute 
offered by Mr. Stanron; and there were, upon a 
division—ayes 34, noes not counted. 

So the substitute was rejected. 


The question then recurred on the amendment | 
of the Senate, and being put, the Chair announced, 
on a division, 15 in the affirmative; when 

Mr. PRICE called for tellers; which were or- 
dered; and Messrs. Mason and Goopenow were 
appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 44, noes 86. 

So the amendment of the Senate was not con- 
curred in. 


The amendments of the Senate were all disposed 
of, and the committee informally rose. 


{A message was here received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by the hands of M. P. 
Fittmore, his Private Secretary, informing the 
House that the President had signed bills of the 
following titles: 

An act making appropriations for the support | 
of the Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1954; 

An act to supply deficiencies in the appropria- 
tions for the service of the fiscal year ending the 
30th of June, 1853; 

An act to establish certain post roads, and for 
other purposes; and 

Anact making appropriations for the service of 
the Post Office Department for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1854.) 

Mr. PHELPS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to take up the mail-steamer appro- 
priation bill and the Indian appropriation bill, 
which have been returned from the Senate with 
amendments, and refer them to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER, By unanimous consent they | 
will be so referred. 

There was no objection, and the bills were so | 
referred. 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union resumed its session. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I move that 
the committee rise, and report the naval bill to the 
House. 

Mr. PHELPS. I hope the gentleman from 
Tennessee will withdraw that motion, and allow 
the bill to be laid aside for the present. There are 
one or two other appropriation bills I desire to 
take up, and which will not consume more than 
a few minutes. 

Mr. STANTON. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
will vote it down. 


I insist upon the motion. 
Then I hope the committee | 


The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Sranron, and it was agreed to. 

Thecommittee according] y rose,and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman (Mr. 
Orr) reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had had the Union gen- 
erally under consideration, and particularly the 
Senate’s amendments to the Navy appropriation 
bill, and had directed him to report back the bill 
to the House with sundry amendments, some of 
which Senate amendments the committee recom- 
mend a concurrence in, and others a non-concur- 
rence. 

Mr. STANTON. I move the previous ques- 
tion 0” concurring in the several amendments re- 
ported from the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I suggest that the House 
take one single vote on concurring in the report of 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. STANTON. Iam perfectly willing, with 
the exception of one single amendment, and that 
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is in reference to the basin and railway for the | 


dry-dock in California. 
The SPEAKER. 


If there be no objection, the | 


vote will be taken upon all the amendments upon | 


which a separate vote is not asked. 

Mr. TAYLOR. 
the amendment in reference to the naval reform. 
It is the last Senate amendment. 

The previous question then received a second, 
and the main quetion was ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken upon agreeing to 
the report of the Committee of the Whole, in ref- 
erence to all amendments upon which a separate 
vote had not been requested, and the report of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Amendment No. twenty-seven and a half of the 


Senate, upon which a separate vote was asked, | 


was then read, as follows: 


ask for a separate vote upon | 





March 8, 

a 

W. Parker, Penniman, Perkins, Phelps, Preston, Robbing 

Ross, Russell, Scurry, Skelton, Stanly, Alexander 

Stephens, Stratton, Stuart, Taylor, Toombs, Townshend, 
’ 


Venable, Walbridge, Wells, Wildrick, and W oodward 


So the amendment of the Senate was adopted 
and the action of the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union reversed. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I move to reconsider the vote 
just taken. 

Mr. McCORKLE. And I move to lay that 
motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman from 
Georgia vote with the majority ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I did not. 

The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman cannot 
make the motion. The Clerk will read the second 
amendment upon which a separate vote was asked, 
It is the long amendment which relates to the re- 
organization of the Navy. 

Mr. PHELPS. And I desire to say that the 
amendment was not read in the Committee of the 
Whole upon the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis. 
souri is out of order. 

Mr.PHELPS. It was so. It was not read. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the reading of this amendment, relating 
to the reorganization of the Navy, be dispensed 


with ? 


** And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed to 
complete, and carry into execution, the verbal contract for | 


a basin and railwayin California in connection with the 


floating dry-dock, as made by the late Secretary, in pursu- | 


ance of authority for that purpose given by the act of Sep- 
tember 28, 1850, entitled ‘ An act making appropriations for 
the naval service for the year ending June 30, 1851,’ and as 


stated in the letter of the said late Secretary, addressed to | 
the Hon. Howell Cobb, Speaker of the House of Represen- | 


tatives, and dated the 2Ist day of January, !851, towards the | 
| execution of which $150,000 is hereby appropriated: Pro- 
| vided, That, in the judgment of the Secretary, such basin 


and railway are necessary, and will be useful to the public 
service,”? 


TheSPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole | 


disagreed to that amendment. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 


| ers on the amendment. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harris of 


| Tennessee, and Harr were appointed. 


The question was then taken on concurring 


| with the report of the Committee of the Whole, 


which rejected the amendment, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 56; when— 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, demanded the 


| yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. BOWNE. I ask the Chair to state the 
uestion, so that we may vote intelligently. 
The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 


/on the state of the Union reported against the 


amendment. For the sake of convenience, the 
—, will be taken directly upon agreeing to 


| the Senate amendment. 


| 
| 


The question was then taken, and there were— 
yeas 81, nays 72, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. David J. Bailey, Bennett, Bocock, 
Bowie, Bowne, Breckinridge, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, 
George H. Brown, Busby, E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph 
Cable, Thompson Campbell, Caskie, Cleveland, Conger, 
Cottman, Curtis, George T. Davis, Dean, Disney, Doty, 
Duncan, Dunham, Ewing, Fitch, Florence, Freeman, 
Henry M. Fuller, Gaylord, Gilmore, Goodenow, Goodrich, 
Green, Grey, Grow, Hart, Holladay, Ingersoll, Jackson, 
Robert W. Johnson, Little, Lockhart, Mace, Mann, Mar- 


shall, Martin, Mason, McCorkle, McDonald, McNair, | 
Molony, Henry D. Moore, Morrison, Olds, Penn, Polk, | 
Price, Riddle, Robie, Robinson, Sabine, Sackett, Savage, 


I ask for tell- | 


1} 
} 
ti 
| 


[Cries of ‘* Yes!” ** Yes!”’ all over the Hall.] 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
if the Chair is of opinion that gentlemen can be 
required to vote upon propositions which they 
have not heard read, and which never have been 
read, either in Committee or in the House? 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman desires to 
have the amendment read, the Chair will direct the 
Clerk to read it. 

Mr. JONES. I ask to have it read. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Is it in order to 
move to lay the bill upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I make that motion. 

Mr. DISNEY. I rise to a queston of order. 


| This House has no power over the body of that 


bill. The House has passed it once and sent it 
to the Senate, and it comes back here with Senate 
amendments. This House has no power over 
any portion of it, except the amendments of the 
Senate. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 


_ motion to lay upon the table is in order. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. That is per- 
fectly clear. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
motion to lay the bill upon the table. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I demand the 
yeas and nays, and tellers on the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Breckin- 


| ripce and CartrTer were appointed. 


The House was divided, and the yeas and nays 
were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay on the table, and it was disagreed to. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the amendment. 

Mr. POLK. I rise toa question of order. I 


|| understand that when this bill was brought out of 


|, the Committee of the Whole, it was by unanimous 


consent. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is mistaken. 
There was no unanimous consentat all with refer- 
ence to the subject. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That amendment 


|, has never been read. 


Schermerhorn, Schooleraft, David L. Seymour, Snow, | 


Frederick P. Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, Strother, 


Sutherland, Sweetser, Thurstun, Walsh, Ward, Wash- 
burn, Addison White, Wilcox, and Yates—81. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Babcock, Barrere, 
John H. Boyd, Chapman, Churchwell, Clark, Clemens, 
Clingman, Cobb, Colcock, Darby, Jonn G. Davis, Dawson, 
Dimmick, Dockery, Durkee, Eastman, Floyd, Thomas J. 


D. Fuller, Giddings, Hall, Isham G. Harris, Hascall, Haven, | 


Hendricks, Hibbard, Horsford, Houston, Thomas M. Howe, 


Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, John Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, | 


George W. Jones, George G. King, Preston King, Kurtz, 
Landry, Letcher, McQueen, Millson, Morehead, Murphy, 


” 


Murray, Newton, Orr, Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Samuel I 


Mr. STEPHENS. I demand a division on 
every separate proposition in it. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman desig- 
nate? 

Mr. STEPHENS. 
on the first clause now. 

Mr. POLK. Is it in order to move that the 
reading of this amendment be dispensed with ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair doubts whether 
it would be in order. 

Mr. POLK. The policy indicated by the gen- 
tleman from Georgia, seems to be to consume 
time. I hope I do not do him injustice. 

Mr. STEPHENS. My policy is to defeat the 
bill; and [ will do it if I can. 

Mr. POLK. The gentleman’s purpose is to 
consume time and defeat the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order, and 
the Chair must enforce the rule. 

Mr. POLK. I move to suspend the rules for 


I ask for a separate vote 
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the purpose of dispensing with the reading of the 
amendment. 
The question was taken, and therules were sus- 
pended. : 
Mr. JONES. Can any gentleman be required 
to vote ON a proposition which has never been 


rea i? . = 

The SPEAKER. By order of the House he 
can be required to do anything. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 1 should like to see the House 
yoteiton me. I will offer myself as a subject. 

Mr. JONES. I will not vote on the proposi- 
tion unless it be read, 

The SPEAKER. The House has by a two- 
thirds vote dispensed with the reading of the 
amendment. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I ask that the question be 
taken on the first clause, and on that 1 demand the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. HALL. I raise the point of order that the 
amendment is indivisible, and that it is to be voted 
upon as a whole. 

The SPEAKER. 
amendment ? 

Mr. HALL. 
House bill. 

TheSPEAKER. Itis amendable by the House. 

Mr. HALL. But not divisible. Itisan entire 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it is 
not divisible, and that it is to be voted on as an 
entire proposition. ‘The Chair cannot divide it for 
he has not heard it read, and the House has de- 
cided that it shall not be read. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I take an appeal from the 
decision of the Chair. 

Mr. DEAN. I move to lay that appeal on the 
table. 

Mr. STEPHENS. And on that question I de- 
mand the yeas and nays. 

The question was taken, and the yeas and nays 
were not ordered, 14 only voting in the affirm- 
ative, which was not a sufficient number. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 
tellers on the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered; and the yeas and nays 
were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the House re- 
fused to adjourn. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay the appeal on the table, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. I demand the yeas and nays 
on the amendment of the Senate. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment of the Senate, and it was non-concurred in— 
yeas 39, nays 106; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. William Appleton, David J. Bailey, 
Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Bowne, Brooks, Burrows, E. 
Carrington Cabell, Caskie, Chandler, Cottman, George T’. 
Davis, Duncan, Edmundson, Faulkner, Florence, Gilmore, 
Goodenow, Haws, Holladay, Jackson, McCorkle, Price, 
Riddle, Sabine, Schermerhorn, Schoonmaker, Stanly, Fred- 
erick P. Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, St. Martin, Stroth- 
er, Sutherland, Sweetser, Taylor, Walsh, Ward, and 
Washburn—39. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Barrere, Bibighaus, 
Breckinridge, Busby, Joseph Cable, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Chapman, Churchwell, 
Clemens, Clingman, Cobb, Coleock, Darby, John G. Da- 
vis, Dawson, Dean, Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Eastman, 
Edgerton, Ewing, Ficklin, Fitch, Floyd, Henry M. Fuller, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gaylord, Gorman, Green, Grey, 
Grow, Hall, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hart, 
Hascall, Hebard, Hendricks, Hibbard, Horsford, Houston, 
Thomas M. Howe, Thomas Y. How, Ingersoll, Andre= 
Johnson, John Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George G. King, 
Kurtz, Letcher, Little, Lockhart, Mace, Mann, Marshall, 
Martin, Mason, McDonald, McMullin, McNair, MeQueen, 
Meade, Millson, Henry D. Moore, Morehead, Morrison, 
Murray, Newton, Orr, Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Samuel 
W. Parker, Peaslee, Penn, Penniman, Perkins, Phelps, 
Polk, Preston, Richardson, Robbins, Robie, Robinson, 
Russell, Savage, Schoolcraft, Scurry, David L. Seymour, 

3. Seymour, Snow, Alexander H. Stephens, Stone, 


Origen 8S. 
Thurston, Toombs, Townshend, Venable, Walbridge, 


Wells, Wileox, Woodward, and Yates—106. 
So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


MAIL-STEAMER BILL. 


Mr. PHELPS. I am desired by thegentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. re move that the 
amendments of the Senate to the mail-steamer ap- 
propriation bill be taken up for consideration. 

he question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to; and the amendments were read, 


** 1st. Add at the end of the first section of the bill the 
following : 


“* Por carrying out the contract entered into by the Post 


Is this an amendment to an 


Itis a Senate amendment to a 


Office Department under the law passed at the last session | 


I demand the yeas and nays, and | 


of Congress, establishing a tri monthly mail by steam-ves- 
sels between New Orleans and Vera Cruz, via Tampico, 
$70,000.” 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was adopted. 


*©Od. Add as an additional section, the following: 

“Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General shall cause the facts to be investigated in relation 
to the contract of A. G. Sloo, for the transportation of the 
mail in ocean steamers trom New York to New Orleans, 
Charleston, Savannah, Havana, and Chagres, and back, 
per act of March third, eighteen hundred and forty-seven, 
for the purpose of ascertaining how far the contract corre 
sponds with the original bids, and shall report to Congress 


| at the next session the facts and circumstances connected 


with the said contract; and also for what amount the said 
mail service could be performed if a new contract should be 
made, and whether the ships furnished under said contract 
are built according to its terms. The Postmaster General 
is further directed by this act to ascertain and report to Con 
gress at its next session for what amounts the service now 
performed under the several contracts with the Navy and 
Post Office Departments for carrying the mail in ocean 
steamers can be hereafter performed, upon the supposition 
that the United States shall take the steamers according to 
contract, and sell or transter them.’’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. I movethe following amend- 
ment to the amendment, to come in as an addi- 
tional section: 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That upon the appli- 
cation of either of the companies contracting to carry the 
mail in ocean steamers from New York to Havre, or from 
New York to Bremen, the Postmaster General is hereby 
authorized to discharge such company from said contract : 
Provided, That no further compensation shall be paid to 
either of said companies after such discharge from its con- 
tract. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

The Senate amendment as amended was then 
concurred in. 

Mr. PHELPS, I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Orr in the chair. ) 


LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I move that we proceed to 
the consideration of the amendments of the Senate 
to the light-house bill. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. DUNCAN. 1 will state for convenience, 
that the Committee on Commerce of this House 
have examined the amendments, and agreed in- 
formally to recommend a concurrence in them. 

The amendments of the Senate were read, as 
follows: 

First amendment: 

‘¢ For erecting a beacon light at ‘ Seine Rock,’ Newport 
harbor, $1,000.” 

Second amendment: 


** After line 21 add the following: 

‘* For the erection of one or more beacen. lights below 
Middletown, on the Connecticut river, and for the erection 
of buoys and spindles, $3,000. 

** For the erection of a fog bell or whistle, as the Light 
House Board shall determine, on Pine Island in Fisher’s 
Island Sound, $1,000.”’ 


Third amendment: 


** After line l2on page 5, insert as follows : 
‘* For erecting alight house at the mouth of Portage river, 


, $5,000. 


‘« For the erection of a light-house at Point Iroquois, or 
on the island off Point Auxchens, as the Light-House Board 
shall determine, $5,000. 

‘“ For making the foundations of two light-houses, one 
to be a beacon-light, on the St. Clair flats, $10,000; the 
places to be selected and the work executed under the direc- 
tion of the Topographical Bureau.”’ 


Fourth amendment: 


‘¢ After line 16 on page 9, insert as follows: 
‘¢ For the erection of a light-house in the San Pedro bay, 
$10,000.”’ 


Fifth amendment: 


« Insert the following as an additional section: 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be directed, if in his opinion the safety of com- 
merce demanded a light at Minot’s Ledge, at the entrance 
of Boston harbor, to replace that which was destroyed, to 
examine into the claims of R. B. Forbes and others who 
kept a light-boat there at their private expense, aud if he is 
of opinion that their doings were essential to the safety of 
navigation, to allow them such a sum as under the circum 
stances he deems reasonable, and to pay the same out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.” 


Mr. FICKLIN. For how many new light- 
houses do the Senate amendments provide? 

Mr. DUNCAN. They provide for five, but 
most of them are only beacon lights. 
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vide for two on the lakes, and a beacon-light on 
the coast of California. 

The question was taken, and the amendments of 
the Senate were severally concurred in, and the 
bill was ordered to be laid aside to be reported to 
the House. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move to take up the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the Indian appropriation 
bill. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The first amendment of the Senate: 

* Strike out of the following paragraph the words ‘22d,’ 
and insert in heu thereof, * 27th 


‘ For the pay of interpreters, per acts of the 30th June, 
1834, and 22d February, 1851, $28,000.” 


Mr. PHELPS. 
concurred in. 
of Congress. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
the Senate was concurred in. 

The next amendment of the Senate: 


That amendment ought to be 
it merely recites the date of an act 


** Insert the following after line 18, page 3, viz: 

** For expenses already incurred, and that may bereafler 
be necessary, for vaccination of Indians, $5,000.’ 

Mr. PHELPS. The committee have made no 
examination of the matter. It is but an act of 
humanity on our part to provide for the vaceina- 
tion of the Indians to save them from the ravages 
of the small-pox. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred in, 


The third amendment of the Senate: 


**On page 3, alter line 22, insert the following : 
** For deficiencies in the taund for the contingencies of the 
Indian Department, $15,000.” 


Mr. HOWARD. That is founded on a ree- 
ommendation from the Department. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


The fourth amendment of the Senate: 

* Insert after line 12, on page 22, the following : 

* For the removal and subsistence of Seminoles now in 
Florida, $200,000 ; this amount having been heretofore ap 
propriated and carried to the surplus fund under the act 
approved the 3ist of August, 1452, making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government.’’ 

Mr. PHELPS. ! believe that it was in 1849 
the appropriation of $200,000 was made for the 
purpose of defraying the expense of the removal 
of the Seminoles from Florida to the country as- 
signed them west of Arkansas. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


The fifth amendment of the Senate: 
*'To this clause, viz: 

** For payment in full of all claim under that part of the 
treaty of 1831 which has relation to the grant of one bun 
dred thousand acres of land, in fee-sitnple, tothe then Ohio 
Shawnees, 366,246 23: Provided, That the receipt theretor 
shall specify that it is in full satisfaction of such claim 
Provided, That this appropriation shall not be held to affect 
the title of the Ohto Shawnees to land under the treaties of 
125 and I831 within the fifty niles square ceded to the 
Shawnees of Missouri by the treaty of lez5;”’ 


, 


** Add the following proviso : 

* Provided, That the sum aforesaid shail be paid to the 
said tribe per capita ; and if any agent or other person shall 
violate this proviso, he or they shall be guilty of felony, and 
shall be liabie to indictment in the jurisdiction in which the 
Indians reside, and punishable by fine and imprisoument ; 
the fine not to be over $1,000, nor less than $500, aad to be 
imprisoned not more than ten years, nor less than five.’ 

Mr. FITCH. I do not see the propriety of that 
amendment. We havea general Jaw now, pro- 
viding for the paying of annuities and other moneys 
to the Indians percapita. \t would be no stronger 
by reiteration, and the only result of the adoption 
of the amendment would be to create dissensions 
among the Indians themselves; for they sent a por- 
tion of their own tribe here—their chiefs—toatiend 
to the prosecution of this claim. Those chiefs 
expect some compensation for their services, and 
they will be, of course, liable to these penalties 
even if the Indians voluntarily propose to pay 
them. I hope it will not be concurred in. 

Mr. MACE. I know something about this In- 
dian bill, and I can say that the amendment is per- 
fectly useless. The only effect of it will be that 
the agents will steal the money before it goes into 
the hands of these Indians, and in most instances, 
they steal it after it does get there. [Laughter.} 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 1 wish to state 

, 
some facts in regard to the character of this sort 
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of legislation. I presume that it originates in a 
spirit which has existed in Congress heretofore to 
protect the Indians against unjust contracts made 
If that be so, | will state that the 
amendment which is now made must be oppres- 
sive to the Indians; and I will show how I think 
itis. ‘The law of the land, as it now stands, re- 
quires the agents of the Government of the United 
States, where the money ts due in a national form, 
to pay it per capita into the hands of the Indians, 
and that no contract of an agent with any Indian 
tribe shall be recognized by the Government so as 
to pay the money into the hands of any agent. 
This was enacted at the instance of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Woopwanrp,| after full 
debate, at the last session of this Congress. In 
the settlement of the contracts mide by the In- 
dians, in nine cases out of ten, the facts will show 
that the Indian will not submit to injustice and 
wrong if the means of redress are within his pow- 
er. Give them their money in their own hands, 
pay it not into the hands of agents, and they will 
protect themselves. Such is the law of the land 
as it now stands, and if we adopt the spirit of this 
amendment as a general law of the land, the con- 
sequence must be, at least so it seems to me, that 
it will cut the Indian off from the power of pros- 
ecuting his rights before us in any form; because 
we know that the white man will not undertake it 
without compensation, and we know, also, that 
the Indian himself cannot prosecute his claim, for 
he is helplessly and hopelessly unable to do so. 
They must have some means of communicating 
with the Government of the United States, at 
whose hands they demand relief, and from whom 
they are asking but simple justice, in a thousand 
instances. If we say that they shall have no com- 
munication, we will put them in a condition still 
more hopeless. We may violate treaty after treaty, 
and yet, if you would adopt the spirit of this 
amendment as general legislation, you would de- 
prive them of the means even of communication, 
whether to implore your mercy or protest against 
your perfidious wrongs. [ am satisfied that this 
legislation is entirely unnecessary, to say the least 
of it. 
Mr. DUNHAM. I oppose the amendment. 
Mr. JOHNSON. I withdraw the amendment. 
The question was taken upon the Senate amend- 
ment, and it was rejected, 
The sixth amendment of the Senate being next 
in order— 
Mr. PHELPS. 


reads thus: 





5 ~ 


with agents. 


The clause in the original bill 


** Texas Indians.—For compensation to three special 
agents and four interpreters for the [Indian tribes of Texas, 
and fur the purchase of presents, $15,000,”’ 

The Senate amendment proposes to strike out 
*€ 15,000” aad insert ** 30,000.”’ 

Mr. FITCH. I should like to inquire whether 
the Committee on Finance have had that matter 
under consideration? 

Mr. PHELPS. The Committee on Ways and 
Means have not. 

Mr. FITCH. 
it. 

Mr. HOWARD. 


Let us hear some necessity for 


I move to increase the sum 
one dollar. I will state that one of the Indian 
agents came here from Mexico and communicated 
with the Department that an increase of the fund 
was absolutely necessary. The Department be- 
came satisfied of that fact and addressed a letter 
to the committee of the House, but it did not reach 
the House until the morning of the passage of the 
bill. The letter was communicated to the Senate, 
and the Senate, upon the recommendation of the 
Department, increased that fund. I will state, 
for the information of the House, that it is not 
only the opinion of the Indian agents, but of the 
officers of the Army, that an increase of this fund 
to these Indians for the purchase of provisions is 
worth much more than many times the amount 
devoted to fighting or attempting to subdue them. 
I withdraw my amendment. 

The question was taken upon the Senate amend- 
ment, and it was rejected. 

The s-venth amendment of the Senate: 

* Page 78, after line 3, insert as follows: 

** To enable the Departments to procure the medals of 


the next President of the United States for presentation to 
chiefs and headmer of the Lndian tribes, $2,500.” 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 


The eighth amendment of the Senate: 





** Insert, in page 72, after line 3, the euieeten : 

‘*To pay to Andrew Taylor, the head of a Cherokee 
family $14,725, with interest from the 23d day of August, 
1843, in adjustment of his reservation rights, under the 
thirteenth article of the Cherokee treaty of 1835; and the 
amount necessary for that purpose is hereby appropriated 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated: Provided, That the sum appropriated by this 
clause shall be paid directly to the said Taylor, and not to 


auybody else.’’ 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [I will only say this: if 
gentlemen want any explanation about it, that it 
stands precisely upon the same ground with the 
case of David Taylor. This case was regularly 
adjudicated bY the commissioners appointed under 
that treaty. I will remind gentlemen that the only 
difficulty made in the Department in reference to 
David Taylor’s case was want of a fund out of 
which to payit. I read statements, at the last ses- 
sion, of the Auditors, Solicitors, and from the At- 
torney General and Secretary of the Treasury, all 
sustaining it. This case is placed upon the same 
grounds with that of David Taylor, except that it 
is free from the difficulty made in that case, for it 
was alleged that he had sold his reservation pre- 
viously. There is no pretense of that kind in this 
instance. It was regularly adjudicated, as the 
report shows. 

Mr. FITCH. I suppose it is in order for me to 
oppose the amendment. We learn from the confes- 
sion of the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
CiinGMAN] that he is the counsellor of David ‘Tay- 
lor. Thisis a private claim of the same character. 
It is a claim which, in the opinion of the committee 
in the Senate, as appears from their report, grows 
out of some treaty stipulation. ‘This isa claim of 
the same character as isalleged. Itcertainly ought 
not to pass, because I believe it is said by several 
of those who sustained David Taylor’s claim, that 
the claim was an unjust one. It was based upon 
a treaty, or certain provision of a tre aly; but the 
reports to which the gentleman alludes in favor of 
David Taylor from the Department were, as I at- 
tempted to show at the last session, and would 
have shown had I procured a hearing from the com- 
mittee, based upon an error. The opinion of the 
Attorney General was based upon an error, which 
it appears had grown out of their want of close 
observation of the papers, and furthermore, from 
the fact that many of the papers had not been 
submitted to them. This is a claim of the same 
character; and if it is just, itis singular that it has 
laid over ever since 1835; and this should be a 
sufficient objection to it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
get into a squabble before we get through with the 
hill, | move that the committee rise with a view 
ofc losing general debate upon this matter. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Jounson’s 
motion and it was decided in the negative. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. BROOKS. I move to strike out the word 
‘interest. ’” 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will barely state that 
we paid interest in the other case from 1838, from 
the time the treaty provided that the money should 
be paid. In thisinstance they have allowed inter- 
est to 1843 or 1844. When this case was adju- 
dicated and a judgment was given in its favor by 
the commissioner, it was adjudged that he was by 
treaty entitled to be paid from the date of the ap- 
propriation by Congress, which occurred in 1838. 

Mr. HAVEN. ‘The House refused to pay in- 
terest to the Seneca Indians upon money of which 
they had been cheated. 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was disagreed to. 


Ninth amendment of the Senate: 
** Insert the following: 


As we may 


|| extending to them some future hope. 


“That the President of the United States be, and he is | 


hereby, authorized to make five military reservations from 
the public domain in the State of California, or the Terri- 
tories of Utah and New Mexico, bordering on said State, 
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aaa waladiieg hen. All this is to be done hie 
any treaty has been made with those Indians, , 
ratified by the Senate. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I would ask the gentleman 
if we shall not have to continue the subsistence 
after we get the Indians upon the reservations? 

Mr. PHELPS. I suppose so. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. This amend. 
ment presents a matter which has never come up 
before the Indian Committee of this House; by; 
from what little information I have in regard to it, 
[ am disposed to give it my hearty and entire sup- 
port. The information I have in regard to it, | 
have derived from the chairman of the Commit. 
tee on Indian Affairs in the Senate, where this 
matter has been fully investigated. There are 
about seventy thousand of these Indians in Calj- 
fornia and that country, who are capable of labor, 
and disposed tolabor. They are docile by nature, 
and inclined to the pursuits of peace and agricul- 
ture. In their present condition, they are em- 
ployed during the summer season by the miners, 
and when winter comes they are turned loose to 
starve and die. A large number of the Indians 
who were there originally when we took posses- 
sion of the country, have already perished. An 
attempt has been made to save them by collecting 
them together on particular reservations, or lots 
of ground, and giving them some one who shal} 
act as overseer and director. In one instance, 
where it has been attempted, many hundred In- 
dians have assembled together, and have twelve 
hundred acres of land in fine cultivation. They 
work hard, are contented and satisfied, and have 
better hones of their own existence. The system 
is a humane one, and has, I repeat, been found to 
work well. 

Sir, this amendment does not propose to adopt 
the policy with regard to these Pueblo Indians 
which has heretofore been adopted in our Indian 
relations. It proposes to provide them with lands 
in the shape of military reservations, and not to 
give them the fee-simple title to the tracts of land; 
so that if hereafter it shall become necessary to re- 
move them, the Government will not be subjected 
to the expense of purchasing out their title. The 
amendment proposes that there shall be five reser- 
vations of twenty-five thousand acreseach. That 
sounds very large; but the House will permit me 
to say that itis only a township of land, and is 
six miles square. 

Sir, | am satisfied that this is the wisest and 





or 


/ most humane plan that has ever yet been devised 


for Indian purposes: Provided, That such reservations shall || 


not coutain more than twenty-five thousand acres in each: 
And provided further, That said resservations shall not be 
made on any lands inhabited by citizens of California; and 
the sum of $250,000 is hereby appropriated, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to pay the ex- 


penses of subsisting the Indians in California and removing 


them to said reservations for protection.”’ 


Mr. PHELPS. That amendment proposes, at 
the commencement, to make five military reser- 
vations in California, Utah, or New Mexico, but 
at the close they are converted into Indian reser- 


vations, and the sum of $250,000 is appropriated | 
for the purpose of placing the Indians upon them | 


for the purpose of preserving the Indian tribes and 
With that 
view, and in that belief, I shall support the amend- 
ment of the Senate. I understand that the Senate 
Committee on Indian Affairs, after full and mature 
examination, were unanimous in recommending 
this amendment, and that when it was explained 
to the Senate, there was but one opinion in regard 
to it, and that was that it was right, and that the 
dictates of humanity required it. I ‘ask for it the 
consideration and support of the House. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Even if this amendment is 
a proper one, I think that this is a very improper 
time, and that this is a very improper manner to 
adopt it. It is undoubtedly the entering wedge 
to an entire change in the system of managing 
the Indians, and it ought not to be adopted with- 
out mature deliberation and full information. The 
gentleman from Arkansas himself tells us that he 
has had no opportunity of examining this matter, 
and depends entirely upon information derived 
from the Senate. And upon such information as 
that we are asked to appropriate $250,000 to be- 
gin with, and everybody must know that the sys- 
tem proposed will lead to continued expenses and 
appropriations. I think it ought not to be adopted 
in this manner. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. It strikes me that we 
shall be doing better justice to ourselves, if we 
agree to this amendment, than when we vote the 
money which is ordinarily voted to the Collins 
line of steamers and other projects of that charac- 
ter. Gentlemen object that we have not had time 
to examine this amendment. That argument will 
exist through allcoming time. Theappropriation 
bills will be presented next session in September, 
and in the hurry, and in the night- -time, there will 
be no opportunity to examine this proposition, 
and it will again go over. These Indians have 
got to live next winter. We have taken away 
their lands, and we owe them protection. We 
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nave robbed nents ‘of the entire continent, ona 1 
think the small quantity of land that the Senate 
now proposes to give them is very reasonable. 


2 


With regard to the $250,000, it strikes me that 

t much money ought to be appropriated to aid 
he Indians in starting as agriculturists. We 
must either adopt the policy of killing them off by 

ns and starvation, or this more humane policy. 
It seems to me that this is the policy we ought to 
adopt. We owe it both to ourselves and to the 
Indians. The amendment made by the Senate 
was properly made, in my judgment, and this 
argument about not having Sass to examine it will 
be a good argument throughout all coming time, 
and ought, therefore, to have no weight with the 
House. The committee of the House are not to 
blame. They had no time to examine it. The 
committee of the Senate, however, found time to 
examine it, and they recommended it with great 
unanimity. IL trust every member of the House 
will be willing to do justice to this injured and 
much-abused race of men. 

Mr.SACKETT. Five reservations of twenty- 
five thousand acres each make a country of nearly 
two hundred and fifty square miles; and as the 
gentleman from Arkansas says there are only sev- 
enty thousand of these Indians in California, that 
will bea little over three hundred to the square 
mile. 1am opposed to the amendment. 

Mr. FICKLIN. I desire to say a word in re- 
card to this amendment of the Senate, and I will 
state to the committee that the only objection | 
have to it arises from the fact that the honorable 
chairman of the Indian Committee does not seem 
to know, of his own knowledge, as much about it 
as | hoped he did. 

Now, if the facts which the gentleman states 
from the information of others, in regard to the 
agricultural disposition of these Indians, be correct, 
then | think with him, and with the honorable 
gentleman from Connecticut, [Mr. CLevecanp,] 
that it is a matter of the very first importance that 
we should adopt this system, and induce agricul- 
tural pursuits on the part of these Indians by every 
possible mode which can be presented to us, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Did the gen- 
tleman understand me to say that this was not 
right? 

Mr. FICKLIN. No, sir; no. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I say that it is right. 
in favor of it, and shall certainly vote for it. 

Mr. FICKLIN. I say that I concur with the 
gentleman from Arkansas in his policy in regard 
to the treatment of these Indians, and I only re- 
gret that his information is not more minute with 
respect to this amendment. I suppose he is cor- 
rect, however, and I believe that this policy of 
induci ing the Indians to cultivate the soil, and turn 
their attention to industry, is of the utmost im- 
portance to us, and that we should adopt this 
amendment, even though somewhat in the dark. 

Mr. McCORKLE. I can only say, in addition 
to what has been remarked by the gentleman from 
Arkansas, [Mr. Jounson,] that this system is 
recommended by the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs for the State of California—a gentleman 
who knows more perhaps of the Indian character 
there than any other man. He has investigated 
this matter, and bestowed personal attention upon 
it, and recommends the policy after mature delib- 
eration, and from his own observation and experi- 
ence. 

I am perfectly acquainted with the facts, in re- 
gard to the number of Indians engaged for some 
ume past in cultivating the land on the Indian res- 
ervation, made by the Indian commissioner ap- 


I am 


pointed under the law of Congress passed two | 


yearsago When the Indian treaties were rejected 
by the Senate, Captain Savage, the Indian agent, 
induced a number of the Indians to come together 
upon his own land or lands, which he appropriated 
to himself, and they have succeeded beyond expect- 
ation, Captain Sutter, whose farming operations 
are more extensive than those of any other gentle- 
man in that State, now uses Indian labor entirely. 
If this policy is carried out, and these reserva- 
tions are made in California, the Indians in that 
State, instead of being an expense to the Govern- 
ment, will not cost anything. They will be able 
to support themselves entirely. This will, there- 
fore, be an economical investment of money, if 


the policy succeeds; and that it will succeed, I have 
no doubt whatever. 


Mr. FITCH. One objeciion to this proposi- | 
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tion ‘tlio me, w hie h 1 should like to have obvi- 
ated, because my disposition is to vote for it. My 
objection is this: By the laws of Mexico these 
Indians have no possessory right to the soil, and 
they have therefore no right to it in California, 
New Mexico, or Utah. Now | want to know if 
it is proposed to purchase a right of these Indians 
which we already and to pay them 
$250,000 for it? I say these Indians have no 
right or title to the soil; and for that reason I ob- 
ject to this amendment, if I understand it prop- 
erly. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. It is very sin- 
gular that it should have escaped the gentlemen of 
this committee, or rather, perhaps, | should say 
that the fault is my own, and that it is singular 
that | should have failed to make it clear to this 
committee in the few remarks | submitted upon 
this subject, what it is that this amendment pro- 
poses to do. It is this: It proposes to set apart 
trom the land which it is assumed the Govern- 
ment possesses, five townships of land, in differ- 
ent places, for the use of these Indians. 1 dis- 
cover from the action of the Senate that we are 
going on to treat that title to this land precisely as 
‘Texas has done in relation to the lands in that 
State, and which we have criticised quite severely. 
We are going on to treat these Indians as having 
no title to the lands which we take from them, and 
for which we are receiving millions into the Treas- 
ury of the United States without any possessory 
right, except the right of occupancy. But this 
policy has been recognized, and we are going on 
to carry it out. 

Now it is proposed to set apart for these Indi- 
ans five townships, which is thirty-six sections, 
or six miles square of the land wnich has been 
taken from them, for the purpose of enabling them to 
follow agricultural pursuits. The subject has been 
matured by some individuals in California, and is 
recommended by Mr. Beale, the Indian agent in 
California. The system which it is proposed to 
carry out is one which has stood the test of expe- 
rience. They have already collected a large body 
of these Indians, amounting to several hundreds 
in number; they have induced them to cultivate 
the soil, and by which they are now living happily 
together. They have already several hundred—l 
think twelve hundred acres—in cultivation. The 
agent states that the experiment has proved a pe- 
culiarly happy and fortunate one. When this 
amendment passed the Senate, | presented the 
subject to the gentleman from California, (Mr. Mc- 
Corkte.] He said he did not desire it unless he 
knew it to be right; that he had not examined it. 
1 told him that if he would say he did not think it 
was right, would not support the amendment. 
He said he would examine it. When he had ex- 
amined it, he came back, and I asked him to say 
whether it was a proper amendment or not. He 
said he believed it was proper; that after investi- 
gating the subject from his own knowledge of the 
country and of these Indians, he was satisfied 
that it embraced the true policy of the country. 
That is the opinion of the honorable gentleman 
from California, |Mr. MeCork te. } 

Now, as to the subject of the $250,000, I will say 
to this committee that there are seventy thousand 
of these Indians, and there are numbers of them 
now soliciting admittance into that settlement. 
There are whole bands of them wishing to come 
in. There is not space enough to receive the num- 
ber who seek admittance into the settlement, and 
the five townships which this amendment proposes 
to set apart, will be barely sufficient for that pur- 
pose. The money which the amendment appro- 
priates is to be used for the purpose of furnishing 
them with farming utensils and the implements of 
husbandry, and to support them until such time 
as they can provide for their own support. If it 
subserves the purpose for which it is designed, in 
my opinion it will be money well expended. 


possess, 


The character of the Pueblo Indians 13 well | 


known to every gentleman here. They are the 
most peaceable, the most harmless, and the most 
civilized Indians on the continent of America. 
They have been made so by the efforts of the 
Roman Catholic missionaries. 

These, sir, are the facts of the case. I think 
this committee will agree with me that it is a 
wise and humane plan compared with the policy 
that we have heretofore pursued towards the In- 
dian tribes upon this continent, and the devasta- 
tion with which we have visited them. It will 
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forniah one point in our Indian Intercourse towards 
which we can look with satisfaction, 
we have done our duty 

Mr. THOMAS M. HOWE obtained the floor. 

Mr. JOHNSON. If the gentleman does not 
desire to speak, | ask him to give way to enable 
me to move that the committee rise, for the pur 
pote of stopping this debate. 

Mr. HOWE. I can say all that I desire to say 
in about two minutes. 3 

Mr. JOHNSON. Well, I only thought 
it was time to bring this discussion to a close 

Mr. HOWE. I think the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs has said enough to esat- 
isfy the committee that this proposition ought not 
to be adopted now. According to the statement 
of that gentleman, no committee of this House 
has examined the subjeet. Now, what does this 
amendment propose? “It prop oses to make a very 
important change dn the policy of the Government 
towards these Indians. The sum of money it pro- 
poses to appropriate IS a large one, WwW e have al- 
ready voted an appropriation of some $200,000 to 
remove and subsist the Seminole Indians, and in 
consideration of the fact that it gives these Indians 
about $400 apiece for their removal and subsist- 
ence, it is a large appropriation. We are now 
asked to vote $250,000 more, and to adopt a sys- 
tem which the gentleman from Arkansas states 
has not been examined by any committee of this 
House. 5 ; 


and feel that 


ero on. 


Sir, this is too important a matter to be acted 
upon by this House hastily, at the close of the 
session. In all the suggestions of the gendeman 
from Arkansas, 1 most heartily Some 
new system with reference to these Indians will 
most undoubtedly have to be adopted by this 
Government, and with some slight alterations, I 
think the system reported by theSenate will bea 
good one; but we have no time to conswWer it now. 
| think this $250,000 ought not to be appropriated 
unul the matter has been maturely investigated by 
a committee of the House. In accordance with 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Arkansas, I 
move that the committee do now rise, for the pur- 
pose of stopping this debate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Thecommitteeaccordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman (Mr. 
Orr) reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had, according to order, 
had under consideration the Union generally, and 
varticularly the amendments of the Senate ‘to the 
lodide appropriation bill, and had come to no res- 
olution thereon. 

Mr. THOMAS M. HOWE. I move the usual 
resolution to close debate in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union on the amend- 


ments of the Senate to the Indian appropriation 
bill. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I hope the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania wil! withdraw that motion. I 
desire to be heard upon this measure. 

[Cries of **Oh no!’ 

Mr. HOWE. I should be glad to accommo- 
date the gentleman, but I cannot withdraw my 
motion. 7 

The question was taken, and the resolution was 
adopted 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 now move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The rules were according! y suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Commitice of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Orr in 
the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
amendments of the Senate to the Indian a 
ation ball. 

Mr. WEIGHTMAN. I move to strike out 
the words ‘“* New Mexico ’’ wherever they occur 
in the Senate amendment. 7 

Mr. Chairman, | approve of the idea of mili- 
tary reservations for the residence of Indians, but 
not the reason given by the honorable chairman of 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. I think if the 
Indians are settled on military reservations, 


concur, 


propri- 


these 
unfortunate creatures will have some place where 
they can rest the soles of their feet without dis 
turbance. But 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. | understand 
that my honorable friend objects to New Mexico 
being included in this amendment because it will 


carry away a good population. I am perfectly 
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willing that New Mexico shall be exempted, and 
I will suggest a further amendment, to add after 
the word *subsistence,’’ the words ‘‘and for 
implements of husbandry.” 

Mr. WEIGHTMAN. I have no objection to 
that. 

Mr. FICKLIN. I think the suggestion of the 
gentleman from Arkansas is agood one. I move 
to amend the Senate amendment by inserting after 
the word ** protection ”’ the following: ** and for 
purchase of implements of husbandry.” 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
Mr. WeicutMan to the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. HALL. I have no doubt of the benevo- 
lent intention of the gentleman from Illinois in 
proposing the amendment, but I seriously doubt 
whether the amendment ought to be adopted by 
this committee. Now, | know something of these 
Pueblo Indians, as I have been frequently among 
them. So faras my experience goes these Indians 
will not, and cannot, under any circumstances be 
induced to use these farming implements. Some 
of the old Californians, when they had these In- 
dians in their employment, got American plows, 
and employed persons to instruct them how to use 
them, and all they could do could not induce those 
indians to use the American plows. They stil 
would use the stick plow shod with a piece of iron. 

Mr. HOWARD. I think the gentleman very 
much underrates the Pueblo Indians. 
Mr. HALL. [am talking of the Pueblo In- | 


dians in California. 


NAVAL BILL. 

A message was here received from the Senate, 
by the hands of Aspury Dickins, tts Secretary, 
informing the House that the Senate insist upon 
their amendments to the bill of the House making 
appropriations for the naval service, and disagree 
to the amendments of the House thereto, and ask 
a Cammittee of Conference. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that the House insist 
upon its disagreement to the Senate amendments 
to the bill making appropriations for the naval 
service, and that a Committee of Conference be 
appointed on the part of the House. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The Speaker thereupon appointed Messrs. 
Stranty, Anprew Jonnson, and J. Griancy 
Jones, as such committee upon the part of the | 
House. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HALL, (resuming.) I only wanted very | 
briefly to call the attention of the House to the 
propriety of that amendment. My opinion is, if 
you underiake to buy agricultural implements for 
the Indinos, the money will be thrown away. I| 
have pud much attention to this matter, and have 
seen the Indians frequently, and my opinion is 
that you cannot induce them to use these agricul- | 
tural implements. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- | 
ment of Mr. Fick, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I move to increase the 
appropriation $1,000. 

i move an amendment for the purpose of adding 
my testimony to that of other gentlemen in rela- 
tion to a change of policy towards the Indians; 
and if | had the power, I should desire to remove 
from the minds of gentlemen in this House any | 
doubts they may entertain as to the propriety of | 
this change on the part of the Government. I be- 
lieve | have taken as much interest ip this matter | 
as others who have spoken upon the subject. 

I have been long satisfied that the whole policy | 
of the Government in regard to the Indians must | 
be changed; and in the acquisition of this territo- | 
ry from under the Spanish and Mexican title, we 
are relieved from difficulties which attached to the | 
whole policy of the Government in relation to the 
Indians upon the original territory of the United 
States. This amendment of the fine, sir, wil! 
be received by the country as a message of peace 
to that stiiale, The time has come when the 
representatives of the people consider a change of | 
policy necessary, and they have proposed to pro- | 
tect the remnant of these tribes which may be | 
within our borders. They propose to appropri- 
ate money to put into their hands implements of 
husbandry; and instead of compelling them to 
roam over the plains of the West for subsistence, | 
they propose to put into their hands the instru- | 
ments by which they can dig from the earth that | 
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which they so much need. Instead of seeing | 


| them roving over the country for robbery and 


plunder, you may expect to see them congrega- | 
ung in happy villages, a happy people. The 
policy which has marked this Government to- 
wards them | have hitherto denounced as an 
outrage upon that people. Do not hesitate to ap- 
propriate for their good $250,000. Give them all 
that may be necessary. As a western man, lam 
prepared to vote, | care not what amount, if it can 
be favorably employed to the improvement of their 
condition. Let us declare to the Indians upon the 
Pacific coast, and upon our newly-acquired terri- 
tories, that we will give them the means by which 
they may acquire a subsistence, and that we will 


| extend the laws of the country over them. 


{Here the hammer fell. ] 
Mr. DEAN. I move that the committee rise, 
with a view of submitting a motion to terminate 


| debate upon this clause of the bill. 


Mr. DUNCAN. I understood.-that the debate | 
was ordered to be closed some time since. 
The CHAIRMAN. The motion to which the 


| gentleman refers was to close the general debate | 





upon the bill. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Dean, and it was agreed to. 

The committeee accordingly rose, and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, the chairman | 
of the committee (Mr. Orr) reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 


| had, according to order, had the state of the Union 


generally under consideration, and particularly the 
Senate amendments to the bill of the House ma- 
king appropriations for the service of the Indian | 
Department for the year ending 30th June, 1854, | 
and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. DEAN. I move the usual resolution to 
suspend the rule which authorizes five-minutes 
debate upon the clause of the bill now under con- 
sideration in committee. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. DEAN. I move that the rules be sus- | 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Orr in the chair,) and resumed the consid- 
eration of the Senate amendments to the bill ma- 
king appropriations for the Indian service; the 
pending amendment being the amendment of Mr. | 
SweerTseEr to the Senate amendment. | 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 7 | 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon con- 
curring in the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I wish to make | 
a single inquiry. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Debate is out 
of order. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I wish to as- | 
certain, if I can, whether that amendment does | 
not propose to set apart land for the Indians? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will have the || 
amendment reported. 

The amendment was accordingly again read. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I do not wish 
to delay the proceedings of the House, but I de- 
sire to make an inquiry before I offer an amend- 
ment. Would it be in order? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Debate has 
been closed upon this clause. I regret very much 
to object, but the House has become impatient, 
and I do not want the gentleman to goon. I must | 
object to any debate. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 
is in order to offer an amendment ? 


The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. If it is in order 
to offer an amendment, it is in order to ascertain 
whether the amendment I propose to offer would 
be in order or not. That Senate amendment pro- | 
poses to set apart so much land to be occupied by 
the Indians. Would it be in order to offer an 
amendment to set apart so much land for free | 
white citizens ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it would | 
not be in order. [(Laughter.] 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. 


make another inquiry. 





I suppose it 





I wish to || 
It seems to be in order to || 


BE. 
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set apart land for red men, and not for white mep. 
W ould it 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. No title to this 
land is given to them. It isa military reservation 
and the title is to remain in the United States, ’ 

[Cries of ** Order!’’ ** Order !’’} 

Tellers were called for; but they were not or- 
dered. 

The question was then taken upon the amend. 
ment of the Senate as amended, and it was dis. 
agreed to. 


The tenth amendment of the Senate: 


** Insert as follows : 

‘Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the thirteenth see. 
tion of the act approved Mareh 3, 1851, entitled * An act 
to ascertain and settle private land claims in the State of 
California,’ be so modified that claimants to Jand in said 
State shall be allowed until the Ist day of March, 1854, to 
present and file their claims before said commissioners,” 


Mr. DUNHAM. I hope that amendment will 
not be concurred in. It is a matter entirely for- 
eign to the bill, and has no connection whatever 
with it. 1 do think it is a great outrage that—— 

{Cries of **Order!’’ **Order!’’ all over the 
Hall. } 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

The question was then taken upon agreeing to 
the above Senate amendment, and it was decided 
in the negative. « 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move thatthe committee rise 
and report the bills to the House. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman of the 
committee (Mr. Orr) reported that the Commitiee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union had, ac- 
cording to order, had the state of the Union gener- 
ally under consideration, and particularly the bill 





| of the House (No. 333) making appropriations for 


light-houses, light-boats, barges, &c., &c.,and pro- 
viding for the erection and establishment of the 
same, and for other purposes, and had instructed 
him to report the same back to the House with 
some amendments; and that the committee had also 
under consideration Senate amendments to the bill 
of the House making appropriations for the current 
and contingent expenses ofthe Indian Department, 


_and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various 
_ Indian tribes for the year ending June 30, 1854, 
and had instructed him to report it back with sun- 


dry amendments, in some of which Senate amend- 
ments the committee concur, and in some they 
non-concur. 

LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. 

Mr. PHELPS. I call for the previous question 
upon the light-house bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 
recommend a concurrence in the Senate amend- 
ments to the bill. The question will be upon agree- 
ing to the action of the committee. 

he question was put, and the recommendation 
of the committee was concurred in. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. DUNHAM. I move the previous question 


_ upon the Indian appropriation bill. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. ORR. I would suggest, that by general con- 
sent all of the amendments to which no objection 


| is made be concurred in, without their being again 


read. 

The SPEAKER. If such be the desire of the 
House, that course will be pursued. 

Mr. FICKLIN. Let them be read, and mem- 
bers can then ask separate votes upon such as they 
desire. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the 
amendments, and a separate vote will be taken 


| when requested. 


The fourth amendment of the Senate was then 
read, as follows: 


“« For the removal and subsistence of Seminoles now in 
Florida, $400,000, this amount having been heretofore ap- 
propriated and carried to the surplus fund under the act 
approved the 3lst of August, 1852, making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government.”’ 


Mr. PENNIMAN. I desire a separate vote 
upon that amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union recommend a concur- 
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